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NINTH par.’ 
[The report of the 


the Assembly of Saturdeg-and-Monday, published, 


in our last paper, w re, incomplete ; we now insert 
the omitted portions}. 
Saturday, May, Bth.—The special Com- 
mittee of nine Domestic Missions, pre- 
sented their #eport, which was as follows: 
The Committes to whom was referred the subject 
of devising,-@ resthod of giving extent and 
efficacy. to, the, operations of the Board of Missions, 
have it and earnestly, and pro- 
posd.to the Assembly the following views and mea- 
ances: for 


their 
_ #& great work, which is important to the Church, 
lof in a degree that is not easily esti- 
mated, has already been performed by the Board 
of Missions. During the time that has elapsed 
since its organization, many congregations and 
Sabbath Schools have been established, the gospel 
hes been preached to great multitudes, many desti- 
~ tutions have been supplied, very many souls been 
bronght to the Saviour, and the Church has been 
greatly edified by this instrumentality. The whole 
amount of good which has been accomplished in 
this way for the welfare of the Charch and the 
y of God,can be known only in eternity. And 

yet there seems to have been the beginning, instead 
of ‘the completion of the work of giving the full 
ministrations of the gospel to that portion of the 
population which falls to our share. With propri- 
ety, then, we ay inquire—How shall we more 
fully ‘do this werk fn‘answer to the inquiry, it is 
that the Assembly shall make the follow- 


arrangements: 
t The Board of Missions shall hereafter consist 
of —- members; and this number shall be ap- 
pointed by this Assembly; one-third of whom shall 
serye one year, one-third two years, and one-third 
three years; and after the present appointments, 
one-third of the number shall be appointed by each 
General Assembly. Of the whole number, one- 
half shall be ministers and one-half lay-members of 
the Church. P 
It shall: be their duty to be present at all mee 
ings of the Board, —~—— shall be necessary to form 
& quorum; and tbeir‘trayelling expenses, if any 
are incurred, shall be paid out of the general funds. 
- They shall have powef to elect their own officers, 
us except the secretaries: to make-all 
rules and by-laws which may be necessary: to fill 
vacancies in their body, and in the office of Secre- 
tary, until the next Assembly shall have filled such 
vacancies; and they sizall in general have the man- 
agement and control of the whole work of Missions 
-and church extension in the United States. 
If. There shall be two co-ordinate .Secretaries, 
‘whose ‘particular duties shall be defined, and the 
performance of them shall be directed and super- 
vised, and their compensation shall be determined 
by the Board. : 
- “The Seéretaries shall be elected by the General 
‘Assembly, and they ‘shall hold their office during 
the pleasure of the Assembly. But a Secretary 
may, for urgent reasons, be suspended from his 


office by the Board, until the next meeting of the 


Assembly. 
IIL. Ag it is deemed highly necessary that the 
« several Synods shall be fully engaged in Domestic 
‘Missions, it is also proposed that the Assembly 
‘consider these further arrangements : 

1. That it be enjoined upon each Synod, at its 
next annual meeting, to elect a committee on mis- 
sions, with a secretary, or agent, (whose salary 
shall be fixed by the Synod,) who shall be charged 
with the whole subject of missions within the 
bounds of Synod. 


2. That each Synod shall at its annual meeting, ; 


‘draw up an estimate of the probable amount of the 
contributions of its churches for the year next en- 
suing, and a statement of the number of mission- 
aries needed within its bounds, and shall forward 
the same, as soon as practicable after said meeting, 
to the Assembly’s Board. | 

_. 8. That the d shall, at the earliest day prac- 
ticable after the above statements are received, moct 
and determine the number of missionaries to be 
‘allowed each Synod, with the aggregate compensa- 
tion, of which notice shall be immediately givgn to 
the Synodical committees, who shall thereupon nom- 
inate the missionaries and name the salary for each 
to the Board, in order that commissions may issue. 
. 4 That it-is hereby enjoined upon every church 
in connection with. this body, to take up annually 
a collection’ for thie object;.and the Synods are 
charged with the oversight of this injunction. The 
collections to be paid over to the Synodical Secre- 
taries, and by them deposited within the bounds of 
the Synods respectively, subject to the drafts of the 
Treasurer of the Board. 

Jauus Hocs, Chairman of Committee. 


~The report was accepted, and 
‘Dr. stated that these resolutions had 
been presented, rather as matter for discus- 
sion by the Assembly, than as the sense of 
the Committee, that there was great diver- 
sity of views in the Committee, and perhaps 
not ene’ member of it ‘could vote for those 
entire resolutions. He moved it be made 
the order of the day for Monday next. 
Dr. Baker moved to lay it on the table. 
He thought the Assembly should let well 
enough alone. 
This motion being withdrawn— —_ 
- Mr. W.S. Wurre desired that the As- 
7 ‘sembly should express its opinions fully and 
freely. He hoped that no change would be 
‘made. 
Dr, Porrs objected to making it the or- 
der of the day for Monday. He would have 
it considered now. The Presbyterian Church 
‘must move more efficiently in the matter of 
Domestic Missions, pr she will fall -behind 
and lose her influence as a church. — 
Dr. Hoce said, his only object was to af- 
ford the Assembly an opportunity to think 


order of the day for Monday. 
Dr. R. J. Breckinrmoe wished simply 
‘to test the question whether the house would 
now discuss this subject. He would not have 
objected to the discussion of the proposed 
changes in the Board of Missions, if this 
. were an earlier stage of the meeting, when 
peveral days could have been devoted to a 
mature consideration of the various schemes 
propseed. But why is this Board singled 
out? Do not all the Board: stand essential- 
ly on the same ground? If the Secretary 
of the Board of Missions is elected by the 
eneral Assembly, then all the Secretaries 
should be; and any proposed changes should 
embrace all the Boards. | 
Dr. Breckinridge objected also to eletct- 
ing a Secretary to the Board of Missions, 
. especially now, when, as he understood, the 
Office had actually been offered to a distin- 
guished gentleman in the South, from whom 
no answer had beén received. He also ob- 
jected to constantly teasing those who had 
charge of these offices, hy proposing 
changes, when it was extremely doubtful 
whether any thing was to be gained. © 
He thought we were too fond of experi- 
menting. Some gentlemen who were most 
zealous for ecclesiastical action now, were 
least zealous when that great principle had 
to be fought for; and, unless his eye-sight 
rend deceived him, he now saw, in the 
ore-front, some men who used to be some 
_ distance in the rear, in the days of warfare. 
We had seen great things accomplished as 
to these Boards. The Boards of Publica- 
tion and Foreign Missions had come into 
existence within nearly the last ten years. 
4 e had no idea of tinkering with our 
: Boards, simply to make a place for some- 
| body, or to get somebody out. There was 
. always a wheel within a wheel. In order to 
(Z test the question as to whether the Assembly 
| were ‘willing to consider this subject, he 
moved that the report of the Committee be 
laig on the table. 
Carried by a vety large majority. 
_. ‘The Rev. Dr. Rice, from the mittee 
on. Devotional Exercises, gave the appoint- 
‘wnents for the-Sabbath, among which was 
a communion season for 4 o’clock, P.M. . 
Dre. R. J. objected to the 
appointment of a communion season, by the 
Genéral Assembly. He would ventare to 
say that for fifty yeirs ‘of the existence of 
the Assembly,’ such a thing had never been 
done; aind the thing had, as far as he knew, 
been done only three or four times, in our | 
whole history.’ This ordinance is to be ad- 


of the matter, that he had proposed it as the- 


i ‘of believers, in an or- 
ganized chyrch, and not by'bodies of ministers 
and elders to themselves. If this congrega- 


tion would appoint their own communion, | 


and invite.the Assembly to meet with them, 
he would be happy to accept it. 

Dr. A. W. Mrrcne had long been fa- 
miliar with the meetings of the Assembly, 
and concurred with Dr. Breckinridge, that it 
had not been customary to appbint commu- 
nion. seasons for itself. t 

.. The Rev. Dr. Murray said that the last 
Assembly appointed. a communion season 
for itself, and he thought this had been the 
custom, and he hoped the members would 
not unfit themselves for the communion by 
the discussion of this question. 

‘Dr. R.J. Breckinrines replied that if the 
records’ of 1846 were in the house, it would 


be seen -that this had-not been the custom of 


this body. He was greatly surprised to 
hear the brother intimate that meditations 
and discussions about the communion should 
unfit any one for that ordinance. It was 
our duty to direct our migds to these solemn 
things. 


The Rev. T. V. Moore read the action of 


the Assembly of 1846, which was against 
the position of Dr, Breckinridge. __ 

The Rev. Dr. Rice read the action of the 
last Assembly, appointing a communion sea- 
son. Dr. Rice thought it exceedingly pro- 
per that the Assembly should commune 
together. In an important sense, this body 
was a Presbyterian church. The brethren 
here“ would probably never meet again on 
earth, and he thought it exceedingly desira- 
ble that they should sit together around the 
table of their Lord. 

The Report was adopted. : 

The Rey. Mr. Huens, of the Committee 
on the Minutes of the Synod of West Ten- 
nessee, recommended that the Records be 
approved, with the exception, that the Synod 
sanctioned the action of the Holstein Pres- 
bytery in ordaining a licentiate, when but 
two ministers were present. The Commit- 

recommended that the Assembly ex- 
press their strong disapprobation of this mea- 
sure, and declare that the Synod should not 
have countenanced the proceedings of the 
Holstein Presbytery. | 

Mr. Watrer Lowrie moved that the ex- 
ception be stricken out from this Report. 

Dr. Wittram L. BreckinripcE could 

‘not believe that any one could wish the 
General Assembly to give its sanction to a 
proceeding so irregular as this ‘so-called 
ordination. On the subject of a quorum, 
our book is specific, and no matter for what 
weason the third minister withdrew, there 
‘was no Presbytery when he was gone. He 
did not know whether any elders were pre- 
sent or not. He had said before that he 
would as leave be ordained by the Modera. 
tor and the elders present as any other way; 
but that is not the question. There were 
not the requisite number of ministers here 
to make a quorum, and therefore it was no 
Presbytery. He solemnly protested against 
the Assembly giving its sanction to such a 
proceeding. 

The Rev. Dr. Doak, (one of the fathers 
of Presbyterianism in the West,) remember- 
ed all the circumstances of this case, but 
that very session, there was a quorum pre- 
sent, by whom all the trials and preliminary 
exercises were approved, and the candidate 
was aclually on his knees, and the hands of 
the two ministers were on the candidate’s 
head, when they discovered the third brother 
had absented himself. They consulted as 
to what should be done, and concluded tha! as 
every thing else had been done in so orderly 
@ manner, the want of a third minister’s 
hand was not indispensable, and they there- 
fore proceeded to ordain him. It seems hard 
that one single member of a Presbytery 
should arrest the proceedings of a Presby- 
tery in such solemn circumstances, and 
before a large congregation. They admitted 
there was the appearance of wrong. He 
did not know whether the third brother had 
gone out of the house or not. 


Rev. Mr. Coz acquiesced in the views of 


Dr. Breckinridge, as to the necessity of a 
Presbytery to ordain, but did not think the 
disorderly withdrawal of a brother should 
vitiate the whole proceedings. 

Rev. Mr. Dickey contended that the ab- 
sence of this member did not vitiate this ordi- 
nation. It was not necessary that every 


member present should lay on his hands, , 


and the fact that this brother did not lay on 
his hands did not withdraw his consent. All 
the preliminary proceedings had been regu- 
lar. 

The Moderator stated the question was 
simply: whether ordination could be perform- 
ed by less than three ministers or not. 

Mr. Lowrie said that was not the ques- 
tion, but that the question was whether the 
Assembly should approve the proceedings 
of the Synod, which, while they allowed the 
ordination.to stand, censured the irregularity. 
' Dr. R. J. Brecxrnripcs said, in his view 
the error lay in the statement that the third 
member was not present. One of the minis- 
ters had here stated that he did not know 
whether he was in the house or not. All 
the proceedings had been regular up to the 
point of laying on hands, and then because 
this member did not come forward and lay 
on his hands, they presumed he was not 
there, whereas he was ecclesiastically pre- 
sent. 

According to any understanding Dr. 
Breckinridge had as to the ordination of 
ministers, it was very hard to say out of the 
Bible, that two ministers or two elders might 
not ordain Presbyterially. Our doctrine was 
simply plurality. It would not be aregular 
Presbyterian ordination where three minis- 
ters were not present, but it would be valid 
where there was plurality. He had once 
gone to Princeton to ask Dr. Miller where 
the idea of ** three” came from, and he said 
it was impossible for him to tell. Suppose 
an Episcopal minister were to come to us, 
would we not acknowledge his ordination, 
though it was only done by one man? In 
his judgment, two Presbyterian ministers 
and seven elders (as in this case were pre- 
sent) were equal to an Episcopal Bishop! 
He thought they might just as well have ob- 
jected to this ordination because those seven 
elders did not lay their hands on. 

This man, moreover, was within, he might 
say, the almost imperceptible proximity to 
ordination, and no one could say exactly at 
what point that act would be consummated. 


‘ Under such circumstances, he would not be 


for uprooting serious matters for such minute 
points, The Synod did just what was right. 

Dr. Wau. L. regretted to 
appear again, especially in opposition to his 


brother, for whose opinions he had so much |. 


t. The more ingeniously you main- 
tain that this man came within a line of ordi- 
nation, the more clearly you show that the 
thing was not actually done. As to whether 
the third member took himself off, we cannot 
go behind the record, which declares that he 


| was not there. On this the whole question 


turned. The question is not whether we 
would receive a minister ordained in another 
Church, but whether in the Presbyterian 
Church minister can be ordained except by 
a Presbytery, and whether a Presbytery can 
be constituted without “three ministers.” 
Rev. Dr. Murray. The question isa 
very simple one between irregularity and in- 
validity. The ordination here is irregular, 
as the Synod state; but they refuse to say 
that the ordination was invalid, and this the 


Committee wish the Assembly to censure. 


He was persuaded the Assembly would ‘not 


| day morning. 


concur in this censure, and thereby pro- 


nounce this ordination iavalid. 
Rev. Mr. Hays concurred with Dr. Mur- 
ray. | 

Rev. Mr. Crarxe could not agree that 
the whole of this irregularity consisted in 
the absence of the third minister. There 
was a Presbytery, and the hands of three 
ministers were not indispensable to ordina- 
tion. | 

Dr. Murray took the chair, and ! 

Rev. Dr. Letanp said that the quorum 
of a Presbytery required the presence of 
three ministers; and as soon as either of 
these withdrew, that ceased to be a Presby- 


‘tery. Up to a certain point, there was a 


Presbytery here; but when the highest act 
of an ecclesiastical body was to be done, it 
was found that one member had withdrawn. 
There was then no Presbytery, and the or- 
dination was consequently invalid. Instal- 
lation can be performed by a committee of 
two ministers, but the power of ordination 
cannot be delegated. 

Rev. Mr. Hopeceman contended for the 
validity of the ordination. 

Rev. Dr. Hock. This may seem to some 
a trivial matter, but it involves a great prin- 
ciple. To declare an act of this nature in- 
valid, involves very serious consequences. 
This person has been ministering to a 
congregation from that day to this. He 
has discharged all the functions of 
ter. Will this Assembly, without impera- 
tive reasons, declare all this invalid? He 
would not, for one, unless under something 
that could be shown to be biblical authority. 
All preliminary. proceedings were entirely 
regular. If there is any defect in this case, 
it is of form, and not substance. ‘The set- 
ting apart in ordination is the form, the gov- 
ernmental act whereby he was essentially 
made a minister, was done in full Presby- 
tery; and in full Presbytery the public act 


-was ordered to be performed, and two of 


their number appointed to perform it. This 
then they had a right to do. We should 
consider the difference between essential gov- 
ernmental power and the mere declarative 
form. Thereyis no essential difference as to 
the nature o dination and installation. 
Both are declarative, and not governmental 
acts; and if installation is valid when per- 
formed by two ministers, so also is ordina- 
tion. 

Rev. Dr. Rice. The Presbyterian Church 
is regulated by the Bible, as the great and 
highest resort, and the Confession of Faith 
as its exponent. Whilst the Confession of 
Faith requires three ministers in order to or- 
dination, it no where declares that without 
three, there can be no ordination. Nox does 
the Bible any where specify ‘‘three” as the 
number necessary to ordain. It simply re- 
quires plurality. When we wish to determine 
what is regular, we go to our Form of Govern- 
ment; if to ascertain what is valid, we re- 
sort to the Bible. 
sent, we cannot say that the Bible does not 
sanction the ordination. ‘The number spe- 
cified in our book is merely for prudential 
reasons. 

Rev. Mr. Luoyp said, that ‘in Western 
New York, where he lived, their Synods had 
been disowned because of irregularity: he 
would have the Assembly consistent, and 
censure irregularity here. There was no 
Presbytery when this act was done, and it 
should not be sanctioned. 

The exceptions in the report were stricken 
out, and the Synod was not censured for 
approving the conduct of the Presbytery in 
this ordination. | 

Nominations were then made for Stated 
Clerk. 

The Rev. S. I. Prime, Rev. John Ley- 
burn, D.D., Rev. A. T. Magill, D.D., and 
Rev. W. H. Green were nominated. The 
vote stood :—Prime, 31; Leyburn, 71; Ma- 
gill, 56; Green, 11. 

On motion, the two lowest were dropped. 

The vote being. taken, stood:—Leyburn, 
98; Magill, 

Rev. Dr. Leyburn was declared elected 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, in 
place of the Rev. Dr. Lord, resigned. 

On motion of Dr. Van Rensselaer, the 
report of the Committee on the Annual Re- 
port of the Board of Education was made 
the first order of the day for Monday morn- 
ing. 

The Rev. Dr. Davidson, Permanent Clerk 
of the General Assembly, tendered his re- 
signation, which was accepted, and the 
thanks of the Assembly returned to Dr. Da- 
vidson for his faithful services. 

The election of a Permanent Clerk was 
made the second order of the day for Mon- 


day, . 
_ Assembly adjourned to nine o’clock, Mon- 


TENTH DAY. 


Monday morning, May 27, nine o'clock. 

The Assembly met and was opened with 
prayer by the Moderator. 
- The Committee on the records of the Sy- 
nod of Illinois recommended their approval, 
except so much as relates to the appeal of 
the Rev. R. Rutherford from the decision of 
the Palestine Presbytery to the Synod. 

Rev. Mr. STEELE was a member of the 
Presbytery of Palestine. They were at a 
loss what course to pursue in the matter of 
deposing a minister of the gospel in such 
circumstances. They supposed they had no 
rights on the floor of the Synod of Illinois. 
They supposed the whole case would come 
before the Synod of Indiana. There was no 
authenticated record of the action in the case 
before the Synod. 

Rev. Mr. Dickey imagined it was hardly 
worth while for the Assembly to direct that 
Synod to correct their minutes, when it was 
clear the statement that the vote was unani- 
mous was not so. They would do it them- 
selves. The brother in question came up to 
the Synod prepared to go into the case, but 
the Presbytery had not its papers; and the 
Synod thinking it hard the brother should 
be under suspension a year, appointed an 
extraordinary meeting, at which, however, 
there was no quorum. At the next regular 
meeting the brother appeared, but then the 
Presbytery had been transferred to the Sy- 
nod of Indiana. 

(The Moderator stated that there was a 
motion to postpone.) | 

Dr. R. J. This gentle- 
man, after being deposed by the Presbytery 
and suspended from the Church, appealed 
to the Synod whilst the case was pending, 
the Presbytery was transferred to another 
Synod; and the Synod before which the case 
was pending, went on and issued the case 
and restored the man. 

He thought it was wholly unwise to enter 
upon this matter on a review of these min- 
utes. The question would come up when 
this man applied for admission to the Pres- 
bytery, on the ground that he had been re- 
stored. In case any one then complained, 
the case would then come fairly up. He 
moved that the minutes be approved, except 
so far as regards this case. 

Suppose you refer this case to the judicial 
committee, they must bring the question 
back to be decided in thesi—a thing which 
our judicatories should never do, where it 
can be avoided. 

“Rev. Mr. Dickey thought it absurd to 
refer this to the judicial committee. It was 
not a judicial case. “3 

Rev. Mr. McClure, delegate from the 
Congregational Association of Massachusetts, 
took formal leave of the General Assembly 


He must express his great gratification al | 


his house” by coming ‘here. The cases 


minis- | 


If two ministers are pre- | 


felt as if he had made a great “ addition to 


coming up had been decided very much on 
the same principles he had been accustomed 
to. 

Mr. McClure then read instructions given 
him by the body he represented, urging on 
the Assembly the importance of exerting 
themselves to the utmost, in every proper 
manner, for the extirpation of slavery. He 
rejoiced that he had heard no discussions in 
this body, on this agitated subject, such as 
he had encountered every where else. He 
approved of the previous action of the As- 
sembly, and only wished to urge the impor- 
tance of the instruction of the slaves. The 


were, in some sense, distinct, but, in another 
one, like the tribes of Israel, which, though 
in different encampments, still made up the 
one great army of Israel. He had no sym- 
pathy with efforts to break up Christian 
union. He-would conclude by saying there 
was another General Assembly where he 
trusted we all should meet in pure and holy 
harmony. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION, 


The order of the day, the Report of the 
Committee on the Annual Report of the 
Board of Education was taken up. 

Rev. Dr. Baker moved the adoption of 
the Report. 
sons made comparisons between the Boards 
of the Church. Would a father make com- 
parisons between his four darling boys? He 
believed in the parity of the Boards, as well 
as of the ministry. Heaven prosper them 

He had observed, in ‘Fexas, that when a 
man came from the old States, it was asked 
was he an enlightened, educated man. We 
know a great many things our fathers did 
not know. Railroads, telegraphs, é&c. are 
conyeying abroad knowledge, and: it was 
time the Church was up to do her utmost in 
giving the right sort of knowledge. 

He was not ashamed to say that, but for 
receiving aid from a Ladies’ Cent Society, 
he never would have been a minister. When 
he was nineteen years of age, he did not 
know a verb from a preposition. Martin 
Luther received aid, and he was not ashamed 
to say that he had done what Luther did. 

The Moderator must excuse him, but he 
wished every body to take an interest in 
Texas, a most beautiful field of labour. 
‘Great interest was taken in education, in 
Texas. ‘The Congress had appropriated fifty 
leagues of land for educational purposes. 
Four acres of land in each county have been 
appropriated for the same purpose, and one- 
tenthofthe revenue was permanently pledged 
to the same cause. 

All denominations almost were before us 
in Texas. The Presbytery of Brazos had 
at last made arrangements for a College at 
Huntsville, Texas. He had held a protract- 
ed meeting there, and asked the people what 
they would do for a college, if located there. 
They had a town meeting, and put in his 
hands a subscription for $8000. They 
would have given hundreds of thousands 
of acres of land. General Houston had 
given $500 and Pisgah Hill, as a site for 
the College. 
the mast. Would not the General Assem- 
bly furnish a few more nails? He intended 
to present the claims of this College to the 
churches, and hoped many would take stock. 

The Rev. Mr. Barnes was happy to hear 
that the brother had nailed his flag to the 
mast, but there must also be wind to blow 
the ship along. But it was not educated 
men alone that were wanted. He had heard 
a brother say this morning, that he had 
enough educated ministers in his region to 
fill two wagons and a cart, but they were 
feeding silk worms, &c. We want educated 
men, it is true, but we more want the Spirit 
of God, in the ministers and churches. 
He regretted that more was not said on this 
point in the report of the Committee. 

Dr. R. J. BrecKINRIDGE did not expect 
to havé an opportunity to say any thing 
on this report, when it might hereafter be 
brought up, and must say a word now. He 
was disposed generally to allow the gentle- 
men at the head of the Boards to shape their 
general action. They might be supposed to 
be better acquainted with the requirements 
of the case, and they were held accountable, 
For no Secretary had he more respect than 
for that of the Board of Education; but when 
great principles were brought in question, he 
felt bound to express his mind, under any cir- 
cumstances. The Boards are all our own, 
and- to be loved; but he did not agree with 
his father, that because one of them must 
have a ginger cake, all must have the same. 

A great change in the Board of Education 
was now proposed. Originally this Board 
was designed to selé¢t poor and indigent 
young men of fair promise, and superintend 
their education for the ministry. If it is pro- 
posed that the Presbyterian Church take up 
the whole subject of education, or the educa- 


’tion of all Presbyterian children, or all aca- 


demical or college education, he objected to 
it. Ifthis were to be done, it would not be 
best to do it through this Board, designed for 
the training of poor and pious young men 


one corner of the Church. If this is to be 
done by the Church, it must be done much 
more largely than as a collateral matter of 
this Board of Education. os 

Again, he thought the General Assembly 
should consider well before they determined 
that we ought, as a Church, to embark in 
the matter of universal education. We ought 
to be cautious how we gave countenance to 
this principle. In his judgment, if there was 
a calamity which could befall the Presbyte- 
rian Church and the country, of a temporal 
or ecclesiastical nature, it would be that the 
whole knowledge, power, and prudence of 
the Presbyterian Church should be abstracted 
from the general stock, and kept to itself, 
Moreover, the amount of money, time, and la. 
boyr required by the new suggestions of this 
Report for a general system of parochial hig 
schools, &c. would be much better expende 
in another way. Millions and millions of 
money, and efforts no man can calculate, 
will be necessary to accomplish an object 
which, if it were accomplished, had perhaps 
better be undone. | 

He had carefully examined the systems 
of parochial schools, in other countries, and 
ventured to say, that no such system &s was 
here proposed had. ever existed any where. 
In Scotland, the system was connected with 
the union of Church and State, and, in pro- 
portion as that tie was weakened, were the 
Scotch people abandoning the parochial 
school system ; and, if we go on as desired, 
by the time they have gotten off their old 
shoes, we will have put them on. But he 
was not now discussing the question, and 
would proceed no further. 

The first two resolutions were then adop- 
ted, and on the third, which refers to the 
new plans of the Board,” | 

Dr. Hoce moved that the third part of 
the annual report of the Board be referred 
back to the Board for the present. 

Dr. Van RENSSELAER said that the sug- 
gestions towards improving the plans of the 
Board of Education could not be discussed, 
or considered, at this late period of the ses- 
sions of the Assembly. ‘There was no in- 
tention to obtain, under the circumstances, 
any expression of opinion from this body. 
The matter had better be postponed on many 


accounts to anether year. He cordially ac- 


for the ministry—a Board located, too, in 


the order and proceedings of this body. He 


Congregational and Presbyterian churches . 


He had noticed that some per- 


They had nailed their flag to’ 


| 


ruption of the 
le 
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quiesced in referring the subject back to the | 


Board, who would do all in their power to 
obtain additional light on the topics referred 
to. 

Dr. Hoge’s motion was carried, and the 
Report of the Committee was adopted, and 
is as follows: 


The Committee to whom was referred the Thir- 
ty-First Annual Report of the Board of Education 
of the Presbyterian Church, (1850) beg leave to 
state to the Assembly, that upon the examination of 
the report, they find it to consist of three depart- 
ments or sections. , 

1, Some very appropriate and highly valuable 
remarks upon the general importance and bearing 
of the educational operations of the Presbyterian 
Church, embodied in the first fourteen pages of 
the manuscript portion of the report. 

2. The second division comprises the notice or 
history of the educational operations of the Board 
during the past year, and completes the manuscript 
portion of the report, which exhibits a progress 


“truly encouraging, and calls for gratitude on the 


part of the Church to her Great and Divine Head. 
This progrese, cheeringly demonstrated by the 
growing prosperity of both branches of the impor- 
tant work intrusted to this Board by the Assembly, 
viz: The superintendence of the education of can- 
didates for the ministry, and the fostering care of 
seminaries vor institutions of learning, frum the 
primary school, where the elements of a scriptural 
morality and sound theology are inculcated, to the 
ae Hall, from whose disciplinary appli- 
ances the student is ushered upon his field of la- 
bour. The report exhibits an increase in the 
number of candidates over that of the preceding 
year, and an advancing prosperity in the schools, 
academies, and colleges within the oversight of the 
Presbyterian Church. But while your Committee 
recognize in the operations of the. Board a highly 
adequate ability, fidelity, and vigilance, on the part 
of the official agencies on whom its highly impor- 
tant trusts are devolved, they cannot but regret the 
apparent want of an interest on the part of the 
great body of the Church in this department of the 
grand field of her moral and spiritual enterprise, 
commensurate with the issues to be wrought out. 
The cause of missions, so dear to the Church, is in 
an important sense dependent upon the onward 

rogress of the cause of ministerial education. It 
is here within the limits of this department of the 
Church’s hallowed enterprise, that the foundation 
is laid, and the susceptibilities elicited, and the ap- 
pliances put in requisition for the qualification of an 
instrumentality, by which the home and foreign 
field of missionary enterprise is to be cultivated, 
replenished, and adorned; and to be indifferent to 
this fountain, from which such streams are expect- 
ed to flow, appears to your Committee an inconsis- 
tency, for which, as a Church, we cannot too se- 
verely inculpate ourselves, so long as the present 
apathy continues to exist in the congregations 
generally, throughont our borders. Your Commit- 
tee therefore hope that the members of this General 
Assembly, in returning to their respective fields of 
labour, may endeavour to hold up prominently be- 
fore the view of their congregations the claims 
which this cause is worthy of maintaining, in their 
prayers and sympathies and contributions. 

3. The third ‘division of the report is embodied 
ina printed circular or pamphlet, entitled “ Sug- 
gestions towards improving the plans of the Board 
of Education of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America;” and contains some 
very valuable hints and suggestions concerning the 
modification and expansion of the present plans of 
the Board’s operations. 

As expressive of the sense of this Assembly upon 
the entire report, your Committee beg leave to sub- 
mit the following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That this General Assembly, be- 
lieving Christian education in all its departments 
tobe connected with the preservation of the best 
interests of the Church and State, cherish a high 
sense of the importance of the measures of their 
Board of Education, whose aim is to secure the re- 
ligious instr@ction of our youth in schools, acade- 
mies, and colleges, and to assist candidates for the 
ministry in their preparation for the sacred office. 

2. Resolved, That this General Assembly record 
their gratitude to God for the general prosperity 
which has attended the operations of the Board 
during the past year, as indicated in the increase 
of candidates for the ministry, and in the increase 
of schools, academies, and colleges, under the su- 
pervision of the Presbyterian Church. 

3. Resolved, That the third division of the An- 
nual Report, embodied in the printed pamphlet en- 
titled ‘Suggestions teward improving the plans of 
the Board of Education of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America,” be referred back 
i the —y of Education, and they be instructed 
o report fully on the proposed change to the next 
General Assembly. 


Rev. Mr. McKinley offered a resolution 

recommending the churches to observe the 
last Thursday in February as a day of spe- 
cal prayer for the increase of ministers. 
Adopted. 
_ The whole resolutions were then adopted. 
_ The election of a Permanent Clerk com- 
ing up, the names of the Rev. Dr. Backus, 
and Rev. Messrs. Prime and Imbrie were 
withdrawn, and the Rev. A. T. Magill, D:D. 
was unanimously chosen Permanent Clerk 
of the General assembly. 3 

The Assembly voted thanks to the Rev. 
Mr. Greenleaf for his sermon on Popery. 

Nominations for a preacher on Popery 
for the next year were received. 

The Rev. Dr. Plumer, Rev. John W. 


Campbell, D D. of Albany, Rev. R. J. Breck- 


inridge, D.D. and Rev. Stuart Robinson 
were nominated. 

The Rev. Dr. Plumer, of Baltimore, was 
elected. 

The Rev. Stuart Robinson, and the Rev. 
Dr. Campbell, of Albany, were nominated 
alternates, 

The Rev. Stuart Robinson was elected. 

The Assembly voted thanks to the Rev. 
Dr. William S. Potts for his sermon on Do- 
mestic Missions, 

The Rev. Dr. William L. Breckinridge 
offered a resolution. 

Resolved, That our delegate to the next General 
Association of Massachusetts be directed to inform 
that venerable body that this General Assembly must 
consider itselfthe best judge of the action which it is 
necessary for it to take as to all subjects within its 
jurisdiction ; and that any interference on the part 
of that General Association, with its action upon 
‘any subject upon which this General Assembly has 
taken action, is offensive, and must lead to an inter- 
which subsists be- 


tween that Association and the General Assembly. 


This action of the General Association of 
Massachusetts declared slavery a sin. He 
lived in a slaveholding State; but his feel- 
ings in favour of emancipation were well 
known. Nevertheless, he thought every one 
should attend to his own matters in his own 
place, and it was not.the business of this As- 
sociation to interfere in this matter. If this 
interference were not discontinued, he was 
prepared to offer even a stronger resolution, 
and go for recalling the appointment of a 
delegate already made; but he had under- 
stood this would be considered as going too 
far, even for the South. 

Rev. Mr. Burroveus said he had no de- 
sire to discuss this subject. ‘The North had 
this subject in theirown hands. The South 
wished not to agitate it; but if they were 
driven to the wall, they were prepared to 
take and to maintain their ground to the last. 
He believed every Southern man on this 
floor would be willing to go into a calm dis- 
cussion on this subject—hear reason, and 
answer argument. All that the South ob- 
jected to was the interference of these foreign 
bodies. 

The motion was laid on the table by a 
vote of seventy-five to seventy. ae 

Rev. Mr. McCuurg, delegate from the 
General Association of Massachusetts, was 
allowed to explain. He felt an undiminished 
regard for the brother who had introduced 
the resolution on this subject. He had not 
been a free agent in this matter, and had 
opposed the resolutions sent to the Assembly 
when offered in his Association. He still 
thought that the liberty of fraternal corres- 
pondence on this subject was full and clear. 
He thanked the brethren of the majority for 
their kindness. 
The Rev. Dr. R. J. said 
the vote was so very close on the question 
of laying on the table, that he wished 
another effort to get the sense of the house 
as to the impropriety of this interference, 
and, if in order, wou!d move that the dele- 
gate be directed not to attend this Associa- 


tion. 
The Rev. Dr. Murray thought the report 


‘able to its continuance, and unless that vote 


of the committee on the whole subject of cor- 
respondence with foreign bodies, was favour- 


were reconsidered, he did not think Dr. R. 
J. Breckinridge’s resolution could be enter- 
tained. 

Dr. R. J. Brecxtnripce agreed that 
when the Assembly had fairly done a thing, 
it was not fair to ask them by a simple reso- 
lution to undo that thing; but when the 
Committee of correspondence made their re- 
port, the action of this Association was not 
known, or that Committee would not have 
reported as they did. Uae 

The Moderator decided that a resolution 
to reconsider would be necessary, in order 
to recall the appointment of the delegate to 
the General Association of Massachusetts. 

The Rev. Mr. Youne moved to take up 
the resolution of Dr. William L. Breckin- 
ridge, already laid on the table. 

The resolution was then taken up, and 
the previous question ordered. 

The resolution was adopted by a large 
majority. 

The Rev. Dr. Spencer read the draught 
ofa Narrative of the State of Religion with- 
in the bounds of thé General Assembly. 


NARRATIVE REPORTED BY DR. SPENCER, CHAIRMAN 
OF THE COMMITTEE. 


In recording their narrative of the State of re- 
ligion, the General Assembly are constrained to 
express their grateful sense of the infinite good. 
ness of Gdll to the Church during the year that has 
just closed. The blessings which he has conferred 
upon us have been numerous and great. He has 
been better to us than our fears. He has not re. 
warded us according to our iniquities. We have 
occasion for deep humiliation, but we have blessed 
occasion for the most profound sense of the mercy- 
and grace of our God. 

From reports received from ninety-two of our 
Presbyteries, the Assembly are assured of the gene- 
ral increase and prosperity of the churches. Though 
lights and shades are mingled on the picture of our 
Zion, yet the light vastly predominates, and we have 
more to hope than to fear, more to commend than to 
deplore. 

Among the many mercies which call for our 
thankfulness to God, we record the following : 

The lives of our ministers have been greatly 
spared. Few have died; and the death of those few 
has been so calm and peaceful, as to verify to the 
living, that cheering declaration, “ precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.” Ina 
season of great mortality, our ministers were uni- 
formly found at their posts, carrying the consolations 
of the gospel to the sick and the dying, not only of 
their own congregations, but to the stranger and the 
sojourner. Yet few fell victims to the pestilence 
that walketh in darkness. 

The gospel has been faithfully preached in our 
churches, and the attendance of the people on this 
and on all the appointed means of grace, has been 
devout and increasing. 

Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes, one or both, 
exist in almost the whole of our congregations. 

The monthly concert for prayer is generally ob- 
served. Collections are made in our congrégations 
generally for Foreign and Domestic Missions, and 
the other benevolent objects patronized by the 
Church. 

Parochial Schools have been established in some 
of our congregations, under the care of the church 
session; and Presbyterial Academies or Seminaries, 
have been instituted by some of the Presbyteries. 

Church edifices have been extensively built, or 
repaired; and church debts liquidated. 

The Catechism has been taught to the young in 
almost the entire number of our congregations. 

The number of communicants has increased. 
Large additions have been made to the churches in 
almost every Presbytery. 

Pastoral visitation to the families under his 
charge, has constituted a portion of the service of 
almost every niinister. 

Peace, entire harmony, has been a very general 
blessing enjoyed throughout our whole Church. 

Such are our common mercies, infinitely pre- 
cious and important. 

In addition to all these, which demand our thank- 
fulness, it has pleased the great Head of the Church 
to bestow upon us some very special benefactions. 

It has pleased God to pour out the Holy Spirit, 
in a very signal manner, in some parts of our Zion, 
especially in the Southern and Western portions of 
the country. Revivals of religion more ur less ex- 
tensive, have been enjoyed by our churches in the 
Presbyteries of Luzerne, Donegal, Muhlenburgh, 
Concord, Transylvania, Western District, New 
Albany, Louisville, Holston, Lexington, New Cas- 
tle, Montgomery, Long Island, Miami, Palestine, 
Ohio, Cherokee, Zanesville, Missouri, Lake, Green- 
briar, Harmony, New Brunswick, Hudson, Oxtord, 
Chambersbargh, East and West Hanover, St. Louis, 
Susquehanna, Newton, Péoria, East Alabama, West 
Lexington, Brazos, Furrukhabad, (in India,) Orange, 
and Chickasaw. 

God has given us peace among ourselves, and 
such a union of mind and heart on all the great 
essential doctrines of religion, as is not to be found, 
we believe, among so great a number of ministers 
and churches elsewhere upon the face of the whole 
earth. 

The spirit of dving good, is the general and in- 
creasing spirit of the Church. It has led to seek 
after opportunities and means. And to our no 
small joy, we have to notice that our ministers and 
brethren manifest a readiness to enter upon any 
work of Christian beneficence, especially any which 
aims at spiritual and eternal good. 

An example of this is to be found in the atten. 
tion given to the religious instruction of the colour- 
ed people in the Southern part of the country. 
Many of our ministers there have one service on 
the Sabbath especially devoted to this object, thus 
carrying into execution the recommendation of the 
last General Assembly. 

These refreshings from on High, this peace and 
union of sentiment, and this general spirit of bene- 
ficence, are to be reckoned among our signal mer- 


cies. 

But after all these matters of grateful and de- 
lightful contemplation, the Assembly are constrain- 
ed to avow with sadness, their solemn conviction, 
that our Church is not efficient for the accomplish- 
ment of its great purposes, in proportion to its ad- 
vantages and the peculiar means within its power. 

These peculiar means and advantages are not 
small. First—We have an intelligent, faithful, and 
ardent body of ministers, probably as well quali- 
fied and ready for their work, as any extensive 
body of ministers on earth. Second—We have a 
union of sentiment and an intimacy of fellowship 
among both ministers and people, which permit us 
to say with delightful emphasis, in the ears of the 
world, we are one, by the grace of God, we are one. 
Third—We have a character before the world as a 
Church of our Lord Jesus Christ, attentive to duties 
fitly belonging to it, and standing aloof from all 
mere worldly questions and political agitations—a 
character which places us on a high vantage ground 
for beneficially influencing the world. These things 
especially, in addition to all the ordinary means 
and instrumentalities for good, appear to the As- 
sembly to demand of our Church a more signal ef- 
ficiency in advancing the cause of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, than has hitherto been realized. Our effi- 
ciency does not correspond with oar high advan- 
tages. We deploreit; but we dare not conceal it,and 
we cannot deny it. Both in promoting the vital piety 
of our own congregations, and in securing the con- 
version of the ungodly around us, we are compel- 
led to acknowledge that our efficiency and advan- 
tages do not correspond with one another. Our 
usefulness does not equal our opportunities. Verily 
there is a fault somewhere. — * 

It may not be within the power of the General 
Assembly to point out specifically the things that 
are wrong, and that diminish the demanded and 
beneficial influence of our Church. But the As- 
sembly cannot refrain from at least mentioning 
some apparent deficiencies, which may have limit- 
ed the influences of the Church, and which in the 
judgment of the Assembly, demand repentance and 
refurmation. 

‘First. Family religion is too much neglected 
among our people. The powerful and hallowed 
influence of pious fathers and mothers, is not suffi- 
ciently embarked for leading the young to piety 
towards God. The religious instruction of children 
by their parents on the Sabbath day, which cannot 
innocently be committed entirely to other hands, 
has too much fallen into neglect. | 

Second. There isa prevailing spirit of worldliness 
among the people, which does much to produce a 
conformity to the men of this world, to diminish the 
power of Christian example, and hinder multitudes 
of our people from becoming rich towards God. 

Third. The weekly meetings for prayer, ap- 
pointed in almost the entire number of our churches, 
are too much neglected by a vast number of our 
communicants. 

These are some of the evils which the Assembly 
deplores. But for these, our Church would pro- 
bably come far nearer to fulfilling her high voca- 
tion. It is the earnest prayer of the Assembly, that 
the spirit of repentance and reformation may de- 
scend upon our churches, that the God of all grace 
may forgive our offences, and accept the thanksgiv- 
ing and praise for his numerous mercies, which, in 
the name of the Presbyterian Church of the United 
States, we here record to the praise of Him who 
bought us with his blood. 


The Report was accepted, and on the mo- 
tion for adoption, 
The Rev. Dr. R. J. Brecxtnrince said 


| 
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that the Narrative states as the grounds why 
the efficiency of the Church does not cor- 
respond with its opportunities, family and 
congregational defects. In his opinion, a 
defect as great and prominent as either is, 
that a very large portion of the ministry of 
the Presbyterian Church are not engaged in 
their work as they ought to be. He could 


the more freely say this, because in the first |. 


part of the Report we had so praised our. 
selves. 

Rev. Mr. Youne, of Chickasaw Presby- 
tery, stated that there had been revivals in 
his Presbytery, which were not embraced 
among those mentioned in the Narrative, 
His Presbytery required of their ministers 
to make provision for the religious instruc- 
tion of the coloured people. 

Rev. Dr. Murray moved that in adopting 
the Report, we should give the committee 
discretionary powers to amend, 

Rev. Mr. Woopenp would not allow dis- 
cretionary powers. He was not an aboli- 
tionist, but something had been said about 
the religious instruction of the slaves, and 
he did not wish the Committee to have 
plenary powers to speak for the Assembly 
on this and other subjects. 

Rev. A. O. Parrerson moved that the 
Narrative be recommitted. 

Judge Leavitr was in favour of the mo- 
tion to recommit. There was a great deal 
said on this floor about the faithful perfor- 
mance of pulpit duties; he would be glad, if 
the Committee had the materials, to see some- 
thing incorporated about pastoral visitation ; 
and also about temperance. If the latter 
subject was on the retrograde, it would be 
desirable to have that fact included. 

Rev. Dr. Spencer said that in the ninety- 
two Presbyterial Narratives before them, 
there was no information as to temperance 
sufficient to authorize any correct statements 
of the case, As to the matter of pastoral 
visiting, something was said. 

The Narrative was then adopted. , 

The Committee on the Annual Report of 
the Board of Publication reported the follow- 
ing resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That the Assembly are highly grat- 
ified at the wisdom and zeal with which the Board 
have prosecuted the business entrusted to them, and 
that gratitude is due to the Great Head of the 
Church for the signal success which has crowned 
their efforts. . | 

2. Resolved, That the Assembly have established 
this Board for the purpose of supplying the Church 
and the world with a religious literature as far as 
practicable; that the Board have thus far met to a 
gratifying extent the expectations of the Assembly; 
and tliat the Synods, Presbyteries, and people, 
ought to give the preference to our own Board 
over any other institutions established for similar 
purposes. | | 

3. Resolved, That inasmuch as our ecclesiastical 
system furnishes an admirable instrumentality for 
efficiently carrying out the system of colportage 
now prosecuted by the Board of Publication, it is 
recommended to Synods or Presbyteries to appoint 
Committees, whose duty it shall be to superintend 
their operations within their bounds. 

4, Resolved, That the General Assembly views 
with lively interest the evidences received through 
the Board of Publication, our corresponding 
brethren, and other sources, that an increased and 
increasing interest is manifested in the study of-the 
Shorter Catechism. 

5. Resolved, ‘That it be recommended to the 
Board of Publication to publish a richly illuminated 
copy of the Shorter Catechism, interspersed with 
interesting and instructive illustrations, adapted to 
the gamma. and consciences of children and 
7 Resolved, That the Assembly recommend to 
the Board of Publication to consider the propriety 
of publishing a monthly paper for Sabbath schools. 


The resolutions were read seriatim. 

Rev. Dr. Spencer felt much concern that 
the Assembly should pass the resolution re- 
commending the greater study of the Cate- 
chism, Fle was a Presbyterian at first, and 
then went for four years into New England. 
When he returned to the Presbyterian 
Church, he was laughed at for attempting to 
introduce the Catechism into his church, 
even by those calling themselves Presby- 
terians. In all the bookstores in the city of 
New York he could not then buy as many 
copies of the Catechism as he required 
for his own use. He had to send to 
Philadelphia. In one church in New York, 
where it had been proposed some years 
since to introduce the Catechism, it was 
voted down. He believed this an important 
matter. 

The resolution was then carried. 

Mr. Watter Lowrie wished to know 
whether it was designed to supplant the For- 
eign Missionary—the small paper published 
by the Board of Foreign Missions. He 
thought the publication of such a paper as 
this would interfere with the paper issued 
by the Foreign Board. 

Rev. Mr. Morais offered a resolution that 
the Board of Publication and Board of For- 
eign Missions be recommended. to publish 
jointly a paper for children and Sabbath 
schools. - We greatly needed such a paper. 
At this time we had to go to the American 
Sunday School Union; and although he cir- 
culated nearly one hundred copies in his 
congregation, he must say there was very 
little gospel in it, and not very fit reading for 
Sunday. 

Mr. Morris's substitute was then voted 
down, and the resolution of the Committee 
recommending the publication of a Sabbath 
school newspaper was adopted. | 

The whole report was then adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Spencer, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Pres. 
byteries to take some measures for having each 
family supplied with the Confession of Faith. . 

The first year he was in the Presbytery 
of New York, there was an inquiry, as to 
how far the Confession of Faith was circu- 
lated. The ministers agreed to take a large 
number for each of their churches; some 
took four hundred, and they were spread 
through their families, From that day to 
this, when a person comes forward to join 
his Church, they are’ asked if they have 
been furnished with the Confession of Faith. 
Over one thousand had been circulated in 
his church since 1833. He goes into his 
Sabbath school, and announces that every 
child. shall have a donation of a Bible as 
soon as he has learned his Catechism. He 
had heard, as he came along, of one of 
these boys who had been drowned and found 
dead with his Bible with him. If the teach- 
ers would learn the Catechism, he would 
give them a Bible too. | | 


Rev. Mr. Epeéar said it was his custom,- 


whenever he married a couple, to present a 
copy of the Confession of Faith to the bride, 
with a marriage certificate in it. 

The resolution was adopted. | 

The following members of the Board of 
Publication, to serve for four years, were 
then elected : 

Ministers—W. W. Phillips, D.D., George Potts, 
D.D., J. J. Janeway, D.D., W. A. Scott, D.D., John 
Leyburn, D.D., B. F. Spilman, Andrew Todd, S. 
B. Wilson, D.D.,S. R. Wilson, W. T. Hamilton, D.D. 
Alexander Macklin, Willis Lord, D.D., Rev. John 
Miller, in place of Rev. Dr. Samuel Miller, de- 
ceased. Ruling Elders—James M. Ray, R. Sout- 
ter, J. C. Stockton, A. Symington, David A. Sayre, 
C. B. Dungan, J. R. Witherspoon, P. T. Jones, P. 
A. Walker, P. C. Venable, F. A.. Ewing, J. B. 
Fahnestock, W. R. Hanson, R. L. Stewart, in the 
place of R. H. McNair, deceased; Stacy G. Potts, 
in the place of Charles Collins, resigned. 


On motion, 
Resolved, That the Boards of the Church respec- 


| tively are hereby authorized to enlarge, at their dis- 


cretion, the portions of the periodical published 
jointly by them, which relates to their respective 
departments. 
The following persons were elected to fill 
vacancies in the Board of Missions, viz: 
Ministers.—William 8. Plamer, D. D., James 
Hoge, D.D., C.C. Cayler, D.D., J. J. Janeway, D.D., 


D. 
John Gray, D.D., H. A. Boardman, D.D.,.F. McFar. 


land, D.D , William 8. Potts, D.D., D. 
J. H. Jones, D.D., Jacob Green, DD. J.C, a 
D.D, J. W. Alexander, D.D., A. Macklin, D. B., 
D. McKinney, D.D., Rev. J. McElroy, D.D., in 
of Rev. Samuel Miller, D.D.. Rev. R. J. 
kinridgs, D.D. in place of Rev. 8. Scovel, D.D. _ 
Laymen.—W. Shear, M. Newkirk, Wm. 8. Martien, 
George Brown, J. M. Harper, J. Cooper, M.D., 
J. D. Williams, J. N. Dickson, E. M. Donaldson. 
Election to fill vacancies in the Bourd of 


Directors-of the Board of Education: 
Ministers.—Francis Herron, D.D., William Hill, 
D.D., Joseph H. Jones, D.D., 1. A. Boardman, D.D., 
F. McFarland, D.D., Charles Wadsworth, William 
H. Green, John Miller. ames Lennox, 
William Maxwell, James N. Dickson, Ste 
Colwell, Thomas Bradford, Eugenius A. Nisbet, 
James Dunlap, J, J. Bryant, Wilfred Hall, D. 
McIntire in place of M. L. Bevan, deceased. 
Assembly adjourned to three o’clock this 
afiernoon. 


Monday afternoon, 3 o’clock.—The As- 
sembly met, and was opened with prayer. 

Rev. W. L. Brecxtnriver, D.D., offered 
the following paper, which was unanimously 
adopted, viz: 

The General Assembly of 1847, having 
been overtured by the Presbytery of Balti- 
more on the subject of additional provision 
for the ordinances of Divine worship at the 
city of Washington, which Assembly refer- 
red back the matterto the Presbytery, with an 


expression of opinion favourable to the mea- 


sure; and it now appearing that nothing fur- 
ther has been done in the premises, there- 
fore, in view of the importance of the work, 
its relation to the welfare of our whole 
Church, and the obligation of all sections of 
our Church, equally with the Presbytery of 
Baltimore, to aid in its accomplishment, 


1. Resolved, That this Assembly reiterate the 
expression of opinion by the Assembly of 1847, as 
to the vast importance of this work. 

2. Resolved, That inasmuch as a large portion 
of the persons for whom such accommodation is 
required, belong ecclesiastically to almost every 
part of our Church, it is incumbent on the whole 
Church to aid in this work. 

3. Resolved, That the Board of Domestic Mis- 
sions be instructed to co-operate with the Presby- 
tery of Baltimore in devising all necessary plans 
and in securing the funds needful to erect a suit- 
able house of worship at some favourable point in 
Washington city. | 
4. Resolved, That this General Assembly strong- 
ly recommend this enterprise to the liberality of 
all our churches. 

Rev. Danirt Baker declined his ap- 
pointment as Delegate to the General As- 
sociation of Massachusetts, and pending a 
motion to appoint a Delegate in his place, 
the whole subject was laid on the table. 

Dr. Potts introduced a resolution for the 
appointment of a Committee to digest a plan 
for committing the work of Domestic Mis- 
sions more largely to the Synods of the 
Church, the said committee to report to the 
next General Assembly. 

Dr. Mrrcuett opposed the resolution, 
and moved to lay it on the table; which 
was done. 

The Stated Clerk was directed to publish 
the Minutes of the Assembly through the 
Board of Publication. 

The Committee on Bills and Overtures 
reported Overture No. 22, from the Church 
of Indianapolis, in Indiana, requesting to be 
restored to the Presbyterial connection in 
which it formerly was. The committee re- 
commended that the request be granted. 
The recommendation was adopted. 

The unfinished business relating to the 
Cheap Newspaper, was then taken up, and 
Rev. Mr. Barser, of Pennsylvania, took 
the floor, when tbe following resolutions 
were introduced, and adopted: | 

Resolved, That while the General Assembly is at 

esent unprepared to take any step towards the 
establishment of a religious paper or papers de- 
signed for more general circulation, especially to 
meet the wants of families living in the remoter 
sections of the Church, and enjoying the means of 
grace only in a limited degree, still it does regard 
such a work as full of momentous results, and 
worthy of the most serious and prayerful conside- 
ration. 

Resolved, That the whole subject be recommend- 
ed to the careful consideration of the churches, 
and that a committee be appointed to make it a 
matter of further investigation and inquiry, and re- 
port the results to the next General Assembly. 

Resolutions adopted. 


Under this ‘resolution, the following com- 
mittee were appointed : , 


The Rev. Dr. McGill, the Rev. Mr. Barber, the 
Rev. Dr. J. W. Alexander, Rev. Dr. W. L. Breck- 
inridge, and Mr. J. D. Thorpe, to which were add. 
ed, on motion, the Rev. Mr. Hamill, and the Rev. 
Dr. McKinney. 


The Committee to prepare a minute ex- 
pressing the sense of the Assembly in sus- 
taining the complaint of the Rev. J. A. Smy- 
lie against the Synod of Mississippi, submit- 
ted the following, which was adopted: 


1. That the decision of this Assembly in sustain- 
ing the complaint of the Rev. Mr. Smylie against 
the Synod of Mississippi, is not to be regarded as 
deciding the merits of the original question, that is, 
the guilt or innocence of the individual in respect 
to whom this case originated. 

2. That the Presbytery of Louisiana should have 
recorded the results of the interlocutory meeting 
referred to in the complaint. 

3. That the Synod acted unconstitutionally in 
permitting the Presbytery of Louisiana to vote on 
the adoption of the report of the judicial committees 
on the complaint of the Rev. Mr. Smylie. : 
4. That the Synod should have placed on its re- 
cords the above-mentioned report. 

5. That the Presbytery of Louisiana erred in 
pleading the limitation of time for their non-com- 
pliance with the resolution of the Synod, referring 
this whole case to them for a full investigation. 

6. That the case be remanded to the Presbytery 
of Louisiana, according to the resolution of the Sy. 
nod, for such action as is demanded by the Book of 
Discipline. 

7. That the decision of the Assembly, together with 
the foregoing minute, be recorded in the minutes of 
the Synod of Mississippi, and of the Presbytery of 
Louisiana. 

. Overture No. 3—Recommending that the follow- 
ing be sent down to the Presbyteries for their deci- 
sion : 

Shall the Form of Government be amended by 
adding this clause at the end of chapter 9? 

Sec. 6. They shall also have power to remove 
from the list of communicants those, who, by long 
continued absence without a regular dismission, or 
other equivalent causes, are improper persens to be 
retained as members of the Church. 


A motion to lay on the table was lost. 

Mr. Morris gave the reasons which had 
induced the Presbytery to which he be- 
longed to ask this alteration, ‘There are 
many members of churches out of reach of 
discipline, and absent for years, and their 
names ought not to be continued on the 
rol, 

Dr. Hoce said, that it is proposed now to 
do regularly, what has been done hereto- 
fore irregularly. It is simply to omit from 
the list of members the names'of persons of 
whom the Church has no knowledge. 

Dr. R. J. Breckinripce contended that 
there is no use for such a power, and it is 
liable to unspeakable abuse. Pastors ao 
elders should do their duty in keeping watch 
of the members. There may be churches, 
not well watched, where the thing has be- 
come an evil. But you will ofien find 
these absent ones reappearing; and they 
will be greatly grieved to find their names 
stricken off. If you want to put an irre 
sponsible power into the hands of the Ses- 
sion, so that they may tura members out 
when .they will, without form of trial, pass 
this provision, and you will have it. [isa 
settled principle of our Church, that a maga 
who has given himself to the Church has 
made an irrevocable covenant, and you are 
trenching upon some of the most funda- 
mental principles, sanctified by two or three 
centuries, when you propose to strip @ man 
of his rights, and turn him out of the 
Church without trial. He besought his bre- 


thren to pause before taking any step to- 
ward such a measure as this; and to test 
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the sense of the house 


and others the following dissent: 


Wm. D. Moore, 
John Estabrook, 
Samuel Maclay, 


MM, gs, ames A. Lowes, 
A. Clark, A. Hendr icke, 
C. A. Spring, D. M. Barber, 
D.C. Reed, H. Packard, 
das. i. Dickey, Andrew Bay, 
Edward R.Geery, W.8.Gray. 


The. Overture, asking the Assembly to 


make provisions for the support of the wi- | 


dows and children of Foreign Missionaries, 
coming up, 
Mr. 
ing 148 Board of Foreign Missions to con- 
sider this subject, mature a plan, and. report 
to the neat-General Assembly. 
A member inquired if there were no widows 


wanting aid immediately, and was answered | 


that there are; and it was further said that 
there are widows of domestic missionaries 
and other ministers, in the hands of Provi- 
dence and the Church. 

Dr. Hoge said that he did not understand 
the provision made by the last Assembly 
to include the widows of missionaries. 

Mr. Lowrrr stated that this is a difficult 
and trying question. It has given the Board 
already great anxiety. The children of the 
missionaries now are sent home at a proper 
time, and receive sixty dollars a year till 
they are sixteen; and they are provided for 


in families of friends who ere Willing to sup- 
- port them for that sum.- There are at pre- 


sent no widows who desire to have any as- 
sistance from the Board. 

After these explanations, it appearing that 
the Board has all the power necessary, and 


is doing its work judiciously, the whole sub- 


ject was laid on the table. _ 

Overture No, 13.—A memorial from the Presby- 
tery of Ningpo, in China, askiog for advice from 
this General Assembly on the subject of the mar. 
5 of professing Christians with the heathen. 
~~ ‘The memorial was read, and Dr. Hoge 
explained the recommendations of the Com- 
mitiee, 

‘Dr. R. J. Brecxtnrrpce hoped that the 
Assembly would not decide so momentous a 
question in the little time that was now left; 


and he showed. some of the great difficulties 


in the way of adopting this recommendation. 
Mr. Curettanp moved to refer the subject 


to the next General Assembly.- 


Mr. Youne preferred to refer the whole 
subject back to the members of the Presby- 
tery asking advice. | 

‘Dr. Hoce was favourable to the reference 
to the next General Assembly. The report 
does not approve-of such marriages, but 
simply declares that the Assembly does not 
devide such marriages to be uecessarily and 
universally sinful. It is merely a negative 
declaration, and does not settle the principle. 

Rev. Mr. Sreer, of the China Mission, 
staied the difficulties under which the mis- 
sionaries labour, on this subject, and also on 
that of polygamy. He hoped it would not 
be referred back to the Mission, but that the 
Assembly would give them counsel in the 
case, 

The motion to refer to the next General 
Assembly was lost. _ 

Dr. Van RensseLaEr moved its reference 
to the Presbytery of Ningpo. 

Carried. 

Adjourned to cight o’clock this evening. 

Monday evening.—Prayer by the Mode- 
rator. 

A resolution was adopted enjoining upon 
the Presbyteries to take measures to place 
the Home and Foreign Record in every 
family. 

> Resolved, That the thanks of the Assembly be 
presented to the Trustees of the Central church, for 
the use of their house; to the citizens of Cincinnati 
and its vicinity, for their hospitality ; and tothe pas- 
tors and churches who offered their pulpits to this 
Asrembly. 

Resolved, That travelling on the Lord’s day not 
strictly included in works of necessity or mercy, 
ne regarded by this Assembly asa violation uf God’s 

Ww. 

The roll was then called, and the names 
of absentees being recorded, 

The Moderator declared the Assembly 
dissolved, an@iordered that another Assem- 
bly, constituted in like manner, be held in 
the Second Presbyterian church in St. Louis, 
on the third Thursday of May, 1851. 

The Assembly then united in singing the 
842d hymn: | 

_ # Blest be the tie that binds 
r Our hearts in Christian love.” 

The Moderator then led the Assembly in 
prayer, and pronounced the apostolic bene- 
diction. | 


—_ 


_ THE POPE AT HOME. 
The Pope is at. Rome, in full pleni- 


tude and power, supported by twenty- 
_ five thousand bayonets, 


French and 
Austrian,) but hated by the majority 
of his subjects. -He has an empty trea- 
sury, and the paper currency, which 
was at nine per cent. before his holi- 
ness’s return, is now at sixteen per cent. 
Yet there are many sensible men among 
the Romans, who are not disposed to 
believe that the Pope acts on his own 
free and unfettered will, and that he is 
as much a moral prisoner at the Vati- 
ean as at Portici. Indeed, I know of 
some instances and facts that tend to 
corroborate this opinion. In the first 
place, he is not allowed to see his old 
and personal friends ; in the next, he is 
known to have complained that, not- 
withstanding the most positive orders 
to admit his personal friends to his pri- 
vate chapel when his holiness says mass, 
Monsignor Boromeo (maestro di camera 
and Monsignor Ottajano (maggiordomo 
refused to admit them, which has the 
appearance that Cardinal Antonelli 
gives the order, and these two Monsig- 
mort exccute it. In such a state of 
things, what is to become of this coun- 
try? The Romans say, “ Will no lib- 
erul government come to our help, or 
at least compel France and Austria to 
cease being our oppressors?” They 
also exclaim, “Give us good laws— 
give us a good government; but why 


should we be selected as the ‘helots of | 


the priests?’ Those of ancient Greece 
wore happy compared to us; their mas- 
ters were at least brave men. They 
‘were not supported by foreign bayonets ; 
whilst we are doomed to submit to men 
in petticoats, cowards, bigots, and as 
incompetent to govern as prone to re- 
venge and oppression!’’ And such a 
government, the Romans say, is not 
only allowed in the nineteenth century 
to oppress three millions of people, but 
is enabled so to do by the troops of a 


‘ nation calling itself the most civilized 
‘and most free people in Europe. These 


are the words of all the Romans I know; 
and the facts I am an eye-witness of. 
Instead of an act of clemency, which 
was generally expected, the first act of 
his holiness has been to emanate, through 
the Minister of the Finances, a decree 
levying an extraordinary contribution 
ef two months of ‘the usual yearly tax 
on property; and what is still: more 
vexatious and ridiculous, is the manner 
in which this sum’is: to be disposed of, 
‘viz: part of it to reimburse one-twelfth 
of-the forced loan called for in 1848; 
and as this loan was levied upon the 
rich only, the poor proprietors are _now 
to. be. fleeced. to reimburse them. The 


most.moderate of the retrogradist party | 


express their surprise and indignation 
that, notwithstanding their efforts to 
‘obtain a show of satisfaction from the 
people at his holiness’s return, some 


for himself | Last 


lelland moved to amend by instruet- 


rty to a considerable amount, not 
fraternal Espondence |. y 


ving the customi-house stamp (5ollo;) 


‘but the measure, however impolitic at 


| the present moment, is, it must be ad- 


mitted, in some way legal, but adds to 
the alienation’ of the middle classes. 


|’ The celebrated Father Edmonds, the 


Jesuit, who has so much figured at Mal- 
ta, is here, on his way to -England.— 
Correspondent of the. orning 
Chronicle. 
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Tue Genera Assempty.—The pro- 
ceedings of the General Assembly at its 
recent sessions at Cincinnati, the conclu- 
ding part of which is reported in our pre- 
sent number, will commend themselves, in 
the main, to the approbation of the Church 
at large. It is a matter of dévout gratitude 
to God that a body, consisting of two hun- 
dred and twenty clergymen and ruling 
elders, gathered from all sections of our 
extended country, should have exhibited 
such harmony, fraternal feeling, and sound 
sense. Surely God has done great things 
for the Presbyterian Church, and it should 
be the earnest prayer and aim of every 
officer and member of that Church, that, by 


} an humble and holy walk, the continuance 


of the divine favour may be secured and 
perpetuated. 

We rejoice in’ the increase of our 
Church, because' we believe it to be a 


promise of God's holy truth. Our pros- 
perity has been mainly attributable to the 
testimony which the Church has borne to 
the truth in a season of sad defection; and 
should a disposition unhappily spring up 
to open the doors to those who are not cor- 
dially with us in the love of those doctrines 
for which we have contended, it requires 
no spirit of prophecy to foresee that our 
prosperity will be at an end. We had 
much better remain stationary as to num- 
bers, than to increase on any such princi- 
ple. Our institutions ate all efficient. 
They are perfectly coincident in the prin- 
ciples of their organization with the sys- 
tem of doctrine and polity which is our 
distinguishing glory. Around these we 
should rally, and we want none -in our 
communion who cannot extend to them 
their affectionate support. : 

The secret of success is in the diligent 
performance of duty, by every one in his 
own sphere. We want no magnificent 
schemes—no new-fangled projects; our 
present system furnishes a basis suffi- 
ciently large for all who are disposed to 
work, and by a right and efficient applica- 
tion of the means which have already met 
with the cordial sanction of the Church, 
all can be effected which is desirable. 


We, of course, calculate on the success of 


means, only as they are accompanied by 
the Holy Spirit’s influences, for the plenti- 
ful outpouring of which all should fer- 
vently pray. 


CHuRCHES.— We are much 
pleased to learn that the Rev. John Miller 
has accepted the call recently tendered to 
him by the Eleventh Presbyterian church, 
Philadelphia. 


New-scnHoo, GENERAL AssEMBLY.— We 
had marked for publication large extracts 
from the proceedings of the New-school 
General Assembly, but have been compel- 
led by want of room to lay them over. until 
next week. They adjourned on Tuesday 
the 28th ult. Among the last acts of the 
body was the adoption of the following reso- 
lutions, by a vote of 81 to 16, the southern 
members voting in the negative. They 
afterwards recorded a protest, which was 
signed by only part of the southern com- 
missioners. 


Resolved, 1. That we/exceedingly deplore 
the workings of the whole system of slavery 
as it exists in our country, and is interwoven 
with ‘the political institutions of the slave- 
holding States, as fraught with many and 
great evils to the civil, political, and moral 
interests of those regions where it exists. 

Resolved, 2. That the holding our fellow 
men in the condition of slavery, except in 
those cases where it is unavoidable, by the 
laws of the State, the obligations of guar- 
dianship, or the demands of humanity, is an 
offence in the proper import of that term, as 
used in the Book of Discipline, ch. i. sec. 3, 
which should be regarded and treated in the 
same manner as other offences. 

Resolved, 3. That the Sessions and Pres- 


church, the courts, or primary jurisdictions 
for the trial of offences. 

Resolved, 4. That after this declaration 
of sentiment, the whole subject of slavery, 
as it exists in the Church, be referred to the 
Sessions and Presbyteries, to take such ac- 
tion thereon as in their judgment the laws of 
Christianity require. 


A Derective Reticion.—Our mis- 
sionaries in California encounter one of 
their chief discouragements in the un- 
worthy conduct of those who have visit- 
ed that country as professors of religion. 
Many of these are studious to conceal the 
fact that the vows of God are upon them, 
and keep aloof from all religious associa- 
tions, lest it should-be known that they 
were even nominally connected with the 
Church. Others, who carry not their re- 
creancy so far as to deny the worthy name 
by which they have been called, evince 
but little interest in the promotion of 
Christ’s cause, the love of this present 
world having taken complete possession of 
them. There are, however, some noble 
spirits, whose religion is not by constraint, 
but of a willing mind, and not therefore to 
be affected by a change of climate. These 
uphold the hands of the missionaries. To 
such we would say, “Be faithful unto 
death, and Christ shall give you a crown 
of life ;’’ while to the former, could our 
voice reach them, we would commend 
Christ’s own words, “ Whosoever shall be 
ashamed of me in this sinful and adulte- 
rous generation, of him shall the Son of 


‘man be ashamed when he cometh in the 


glory of his Father an@ with his holy 


angels.” 


healthful dne. There has been no com-. 


byteries are, by the constitution of our 


A NEW PUSEYITE MOVEMENT. 

The advices from Rome, which we pub- 
lished last week, stated that the Rev. Dr. 
D. Townsend, canon of Durham,, had an 
interview with the Pope. The object of 
the Anglican clergyman appears to have 
been, as was then stgted, to induce Pius 
IX. to summon a General Council, pro- 
mulgating a universal creed, and on this 
basis unite all Christians. According to 
accounts, Dr. Townsend, as might have 
been expected, had little success in his 
mission. He especially pressed upon the 
attention of the Pope the question of the 
celibacy of the clergy; and the Pope ad- 
mitted that in the early part of his reign 
he had thoughts of releasing the priest- 
hood from their vows in this respect, but 


| that, in the present state of Europe, inno- 


vation on that, or on any point, was out of 
the question. The following account of 
this strange procedure is from the corres- 
pondent of the London Daily News. 
Rome, May‘2d, 1850.—One of the most 
interesting occurrences of last week was the 
interview of the Rev. Dr. Townsend, canon 
of Durham, with the Pope. I mentioned in 
a previous letter that the reverend Doctor’s 
object was to endeavour to induce his Holi- 
ness to do away with the bickerings, animo- 
sities, and polemical discords which keep the 
various denominations of Christians separate 
and at enmity, and, by calling a general 
council, to establish the basis of an univer. 
sal creed. It was certainly a bold attempt 
for a Protestant clergyman to convert the 
Pope himself; but the Doctor was resolved 
to beard the lion in his den, and on Friday 
last he went to the encounter in full dress 
canonicals. After having knelt to kiss the 
Pope’s hand, Dr. Townsend was invited by 
his Holiness to take a chair, and an ani- 
mated conversation commenced in Latin, a 
fit language for controversy, and one in 
which the disputants might be presumed to 
be a match for each other. The Pope was, 
upon the whole, very tolerant, as may be 
imagined from his having not only listened 
with calmness to Dr. Townsend’s arguments 
in favour of releasing the Catholic clergy 
from their vow of celibacy, but also assured 
him that he entertained serious ideas of adopt- 
ing such a plan in the early part of his reign, 
especially after having received pressing let- 
ters upon this subject from Germany, but that, 
in the present state of Italy, and, indeed, of 
the whole continent, any innovation on his 
part would be dangerous, even if he had the 
power to act freely, which he had not, being 
by no means the [ree agent that he was on 
his first accession to the throne. The same 
objection would prevent him from calling a 
general council, or attempting to unite the 
great and divided family of Christians, al- 
though he fully admitted the grandeur of 
the scheme, protested his own desire for 
peace and harmony, and wept at Dr. Town- 
send’s enthusiastic picture of England recog- 
nizing in Pio Nono the head of a universal 
Church! After three quarters of an hour’s 
discussion the reverend canon took his leave, 
placing in the hands of his Holiness a docu- 
ment containing the principal heads of his 


impression on the Pontiff’s mind, judging 
from the fact of his having gent to the Doc- 
tor’s residence on Sunday last, only two days 
after the interview, requesting to be made 
acquainted with the period of Dr. Town- 
send’s return, (he has just gone to Naples,) 
as he should then like to have some more 
conversation with him. 


— 


We have often been charged with slan- 
dering the Established Church, in repre- 
senting it as corrupt in the principles of 
its establishment, and as embracing a large 
body of clergy mercenary in spirit, irreli- 
gious in habits, and even heretical in doc- 
trine. 

A writer in an influential church paper 
in London, in referring to the efforts made 
by the Bishops of London and Exeter to 
secure the organization of a Court of Bish- 
ops, to which all questions relating to the 
doctrines of the Church should be referred, 
in the way of ultimate appeal, significantly 
remarks: 


‘‘ A worse court of appeal than that of 
the bishops, if unity of faith or liberty of 
conscience are to be maintained, can hardly 
be imagined. The bishops are appointed by 
the Ministers of the day, and, according td 
Ministerial favour, High Churchmen, Evan- 
gelicals, Tractarians, or Neologians, will 
find their way to the Episcopal bench.” 


— 


A Cuurcu Parer.—We understand that 
a large majority of the late General As- 
sembly was decidedly opposed to this ex- 
travagant scheme, and that had it been 
put to a formal vote, it would have re- 
ceived a most emphatic negative. We 
think no one who has read Dr. Lord’s 
brief, but admirable report on the subject, 
which we published last week, will feel 
disposed to lend it his sanction. 


— 


Procress AND DEeEc.INE oF UNITARIAN- 
1smM.—The late Rev. Dr. Pierce, of Brook- 
line, near Boston, held a sort of middle 
ground between the Unitarians and Ortho- 
dox in Massachusetts. He believed with 
the former, but strove to hold on to the 
latter. Ina letter, which the Puritan Re- 
corder vouches for as authentic, Dr. Pierce 
gives the following striking facts: 


‘You appeal to me as a matter of fact 
man. Take then, one result of my investi- 
gations. In May, 1812, there were 133 
seitled ministers in this State, liberal enough 
to be Arminians, and 179 Orthodox; equal 
to 335. In May, 1846, there were but 124 
liberal enough to be Arminians, (!o give them 
no other party name,) and 417 denominated 
themselves Orthodox; making 541 in all, 


+ According to my computation, this makes a 


liberal loss of fourteen in thirty-four years, 
and an Orthodox gain of 220; and a net 
Orthodox gain of 234.” 


A Princety Sinecure.— The corres- 
pondent of the Puritan Recorder gives the 
following instance of an abuse of power by 
the present Archbishop of Canterbury. 

“The Lord Primate has fallen into another 
unpopular and morally dishonest measure. 
Among the affairs marked for abolition or 
retrenchment, is that of Registrar of the 
Prerogative Court of Canterbury. It is a 
mere sinecure, valued at from $50,000 to 
$60,000 a year. The Archbishop has the 
right of appointing a successor to the next 
annual vacancy, and also a reversioner for 
the succeeding vacancy. ‘The Archbishop, 
Dr. Howley, waived this privilege from a 
conviction, that the office was not necessary, 
and that it was wrong !o misapply so much 
of the public money. But Dr. Sumner, the 
present Primate, has not scrupled to add 
favouritism to the legal privilege, and to 
appoint his son, now a student at the Tem- 
ple, to this enormous sinecure | This has 
provoked the Government, and it will proba- 
bly lead to the abolition of the office al- 
together. It is a great pity, that a man who 
has for so many years stood firm in princi- 
ple and doctrine, should on the verge of life 
fall into an equivocal position, either of faith 
or character. Every week reveals some 
new proof, that the secularities and the spi- 
titualities of the Church of England need an 


entire revolution.” 


argument, which appears to have made some - 


STATE OF THE ENGLISH ESTABLISHED 
CHURCH. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


correspondents, who, for convenience, send 
moneys to the various Boards through us, 
that we cannot conveniently acknowledge 
receipts in the Presbyterian, and in all 
such cases it is better tosend to the Boards 
direct. 


— 


A Graterut Pasror.—One of our reli- 
gious exchange papers contains a card 
from a pastor gratefully acknowledging his. 
obligations to his friends for their cordial 
and honourable reception of himself and 
lady at a social levee, and he also assures 
the Weymouth and Braintree Brass Bands 
that they will receive a lasting and grateful 
remembrance. The levee produced fifty 
dollars, which was “delicately and hand- 
somely presented.”’ It strikes us that we 
live in an age of progress. Old-fashioned 
“ giving visits” have grown into social le- 
vees with brass bands, &c. | 


— 


_ ACKNOWLEDGMENT.—We have received 
for the Colonization Society five dollars, 
from J. A. W., of Albany, New York. 
We have received seven dollars from “A 
Friend in Bladensburg,’”’ which shall be 
appropriated as directed. | 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


Mr. Baroche’s Bi!l for a New Electoral Law—Views 
of Parties—Summary of the Priycipal Provisions 
of the Bill—Imprisonment of the Archbishop of 
Turin, and for what Reason—Extract from His 
Letter—Abbé Chatel’s career, trial, and sentence— 
A sad instance of superstitious ignorance and 
cruelty. 

Paris, May 23, 1850. 

Messrs. Editors—The government and 
the Moderate party in the National Assem- 
bly, justly apprehensive of the direction 
which Universal Suffrage is taking, espe- 
cially at Paris, and foreseeing that it would 
terminate, if it continued to be exercised in 
the same manner, with yielding a complete 
victory to Socialism, have been in quest of 
the means of altering its provisions, with 
out encroaching on the Constitution. This 
is the object of the Bill, presented on the 


Baroche, Minister of the Interior, after 
having been elaborated in conjunction with 
a committee, officially appointed by the 
majority of the Legislature. The minis- 
ter had a very difficult problem to ,solve, 
perhaps I should say, one that admits not 
of solution. 
tion journals complain, that his Bill violates, 
if not the letter, at least the spirit of the 
Constitution. 

It is always a difficult matter to deter 
mine, if the spirit of a constitution has 
been violated, when the Jetter has not. 
Yet it is very certain, that the Minister 
and the majority of the National Assen- 
bly would ask nothing better than to get 
rid of the Constitution, if they thought 
they could; and it can hardly be denied, 
that the proposed law is a first step in this 
direction, which, if successful, will prot- 
bly be followed by other modifications, of 
the same tenor. The Bill substitutes a 
new electoral law in place of that which 
the Constituent Assembly passed, in 1849, 
soon after the vote for the Constitution 
itself. On this subject-it might be asked: 


same Assembly which framed the Consti- 
tution, is it acting in conformity with the 
views of the Constitution, and of the Con- 
stituent Assembly, to alter it, after one year, 
and from the result of the late elections? 


But if we would form a judgment of the 
conduct of the Government and of the Na- 
tional Assembly, we must take our stand 
on ground less absolute, and more real. 
Two parties are in the field, between which 
no accommodation is possible. That which 
divides them is not our poor, paper Consi+ 
tulion, which the Constituent Assembly 
hastily concluded upon, as they could, on 
the day after a revolution, and in the pre 
presence of tumult; and which, in the 
main, was acceptable to neither of the par 
ties. It is too republican for the Moderate 
party, and not radical enough for the So- 
cialist party; (I adopt these names for the 
sake of brevity.) The party in power 
thinks that an immediate change in the 
application of universal suffrage is the only 
means of saving France; as much as it 
can, it avoids touching the Constitution ; 


tation, were it necessary, sooner than leave 
things go on as they are doing. The bill, 
or project of a law, is a bold, at the same 
time that it is a dexterous attempt to arrest 
France, if possible, on the slippery descent 
of Socialism. The Socialist party, on their 
side, who reckoned for some time on legal 
means for gradually securing victory, fear- 
ing that their progress may be checked by 
the proposed change in our legislation, ask 
themselves what they ought todo. If they 
try insurrection, it will probably be sup- 
pressed, and be only for the advantage of 
the government. If they keep still, they 
fear they will gradually lose the means on 
which they relied for rendering them tri- 
umphant. Accordingly, the daily inquiry 
is, whether or not there will be an insur- 
rection after the new law is adopted. For 
my part, I believe that the Socialists will 
keep quiet; this is the sentiment of the 
leaders and able men of the party. The 
bill, or project of a law, contains four prin- 
cipal articles, viz: 

1. Hitherto, the only condition required 
for the exercise of political rights in a com- 


mune, has been siz months’ residence in it. 
The bill requires a residence of three years. 


| Residence is proved, either by inscription in 


the register of personal tax, or by the de- 
claration of fathers or mothers in reference 
to their sons, and of masters or employers 
in reference to their workmen, or again, by 
the exercise of public offices in a determi- 
nate place, or finally, by presence under the 
colours of the national service, by sea or 
land: these are the most important of the 
changes proposed, 
2. The new law enlarges the circle of 
legal incapacities, and comprises the con- 
demned for theft, swindling, breach of trust, 
embezzlement of the public money, outrage 
on morals, whatever the term of imprison- 
ment may be, to which they are sentenced. 
The law of 1849 excluded those only who 
were condemned, at the lowest, to three 
months’ imprisonment. Ministerial officers 
dismissed by virtue of a juridical decision, 
those condemned for rebellion, for outrages 
on government depositaries, or on the pub- 
lic force, for offences provided against, by 
the law concerning riotous assemblies, or 
the law relating to clubs, are likewise de- 
clared incapable for five years, reckoning 
from the day of their condemnation. 

3. The votes of military electors will be 


Department, and be mixed, in the differen 


To CorresPonpENTs.—We notify our. 


Sth inst. to the National Assembly by Mr. 


Accordingly, all the opposi~ 


Since the electoral law was framed by the - 


This appears. to me to be, at least, doubt- | 


but it would lay hands on it without hesi- 


sections of the capital, with the tickets of the 
other electors. By this method, it is de- 
signed to prevent the public from estimating 
the political spirit of the army. 

4. In order to be elected a representative, 
it is required that the suffrag2s obtained 
should form a greater proportion than be- 
fore, of the registered electors: in place of 
the eighth, one-fourth is substituted. 

The journals friendly to order, which 
were opposed to the measure when an- 
nounced, before they understood it, now 
that it is understood, rally upon it, espe- 
cially the Ordre, which Mr. Odilon Barrot 
represents. In the Assembly a large ma- 
jority has decided on the preliminary 
questions in such a manner, that it may be 
said, at present, to be nearly certain that 
the law will pass. As to the number of 
votes which it will take away from the in- 
ferior classes, especially from migratory 
workmen, opinions vary from six hundred 
thousand only, to two millions, or even 
more. 

As I told you at the time, liberal mea- 
sures have been lately introduced and 
adopted in Sardinian legislation, by means 
of the Siccardi law. Independently of the 
opposition which these measures encoun- 
tered at Rome, they have met with a cor- 
responding opposition at Turin, from Mr. 
Franzoni, the Archbishop. This is en- 
tirely according to the habits of the papal 
militia. On this subject, he addressed a 
circular to the priests of his diocess, which 
appeared to the judicial authority to consti- 
tute an offence provided against by the 
code of Criminal Procedure. The prelate 
was, in consequence, summoned to appear 
before the Juge d’ Instruction of the Court 
of First Instance. Having positively re- 
fused to obey that summons, he was arrest- 
ed, with the respectful attentions due to his 
rank. The citadel of Turin serves him for 
a residence, during the preliminary prepa- 
rations for trial. If the Sardinian Govern- 
ment persevere in, the firm course on which 
it has begun to enter, it may labour effec- 
tually to uproot, in its own country and 
abroad, prejudices and abuses fatal to States. 

I subjoin an extract from the letter by 
which the Archbishop conveyed his refusal 
‘to appear before the Court: 


‘I was bound to recollect, not only the 
decrees of the Council of Trent, according 
to which, in every criminal cause, the bishops 


are dependent exclusively on the sovereign 


Pontiff, but also the circular of the Sacred 
Congregation of Immunities, delivered, at 
the solicitation of His Majesty, the King, 
June 14, 1823. This circular orders, that 
ecclesiastics, when called upon to bear testi- 
mony before civil courts, must make their. 
appearance there; but it declares expressly, 
that in case it should be indispensable to ex- 
amine an archbishop, or a bishop, he must 
not, on account of-the respect due to his 
dignity and character, be called to the place 
of trial; and, moreover, that His Holiness 
reserves for himself the right of permission 
to be given in such a case, with the under- 
standing that, for every particular case, per- 
mission will be asked of him. 

. It is, therefore, absolutely impos- 
sible for me to obey the foresaid citation. 
Wherefore, while protesting my most entire 
submission to the laws of the government, 
in every thing which does not conflict with 
conscience ; yet, as in the present case, my 
conscience is assailed, I ask by this letter 
that the necessary time be allowed me for 
soliciting from the holy see a permission 
which is quite indispensable to me. When 
I shall have obtained it, I shall consider it 
my strictest duty to conform to the prescrip- 
tions of the law. 

‘¢ Till I am informed whether this delay 
will be granted me, that I may write forth- 
with to Rome, I am happy, &c. 

“© Louis, Archbishop of Turin.” 


The degree of severity to which the pre- 
Jate is subjected, is made the most of by 
the party which would secure the mainten- 
ance of the privileges of the clergy. In all 
the churches, there has been added to the 
prayers of the Mass, the liturgical prayer: 
Pro Episcopo constito in carcere, (for a 
bishop in prison.) The Archbishop of 
Turin courts martyrdom by protesting 
against civil equality. 

| Speaking of religion, you will perhaps 
remember what I said of the bb, Chatel, 
when telling you of certain electoral meet- 
ings of the Socialist party, which the autho- 
rities caused to be closed. Among the 
speeches most opposite to order, religion, 
and good morais, which gave occasion to 
this step, those of the Abbé Chatel figured 
in the first rank. This Roman Catholic 
ecclesiastic is the same who, after the re- 
volution of 1830, in concert with a certain 
Abbé Awzon and some others, founded, at 
Paris, the French Catholic Church, which 
pretended, I know not very well how, to 
repudiate Romanism without repudiating 
Catholicism, and which celebrated its wor- 


terprise, destitute of all religious character, 
and founded by men of no moral consis- 
tency, had no serious results. I went, at 
the time, to hear one of the preachers of 
the French Church: his discourse was 
filled only with the glory of France, and 
the victories of the grand army of Napo- 
leon; some military standards, if my me- 
mory serves me, were suspended round 
the pulpit. The government of Louis 
Philippe caused thé places of worship, 
opened by this politico-religious charlatan- 
ism, to be shut up; and public sentiment 
was but little concerned at this interfer- 
ence of authority. Now, here is this same 
Abbé Chatel showing himself again above 


‘the horizon, among the most shameless 


haranguers of the most radical meetings, 
on political, moral, and religious matters. 
His speeches have excited such reproba- 
tion, that they have lately given occasion 
ta a legal process against him. He began 
by non-appearance on the day of trial, 
the 26th of April; but subsequently he ap- 
peared before the court on the 7th of this 
month; and after a sufficiently protracted 
examination, he was condemned to one 
year’s imprisonment and a fine of five hun- 
dred francs, for an outrage on public and 
religious morals. Although there might 
have been some dispute about some of the 
expressions imputed to the accused, there 
is no doubt about the main drift of his 
meaning, which was nothing else than the 
antichristian and pantheistical doctrine of 
the sanctification of the flesh. This is the 
point to which that miserable attempt at 
reform in the bosom of the Roman Church 
tends, and where it terminates. The re- 
form of Ronge, in Germany, although it 
has made much more noise, yet, in the 
main, was not more real;. and of all that 
movement, there are but some obscure ec- 
clesiastics, and some inconsiderable com- 
munities, that have really passed over from 
the errors of Rome to the light of the pure 


collected and forwarded to the capital of the 


gospel. Assuredly these facts deserve to | 


ship in the vernacular tongue. This en-- 


pe Cc — 
YR 


be marked, as among “the signs of the 
times.” 

At a moment, when the question of uni- 
versal suffrage is again agitated, it is in- 
structive and painful to observe the amount 
of ignorance still existing in a portion of 
our rural population: this also is a legacy 
of the Roman superstition. The Journal 
des Debats relates the following example, 
as having occurred quite recently, in the 
town of Camalis, (Department of the Upper 
Pyrennees.) 

A woman of Camalis was attacked, a 
great while since, with a distemper, which 
had baffled the skill of science to cure. 
This woman, imbued with the prejudices 
which have currency in the countries 
of the Pyrennees and the Gers, imagined 
that some witch had cast a spell over 
her. She endeavoured to conjecture what 
diabolical person it was, who had been 
able to put her in that condition, and 
she was not long in resting her suspicions 
on an unfortunate woman in that vicinity, 
eighty years of age. She intimated them 
to her husband, who, alas! shared in the 
opinion of his wife, and as, according to 
the popular belief, the witch can be com- 
pelled to repair the evil she has done, it 
was agreed that the supposed sorceress 
should be lured by artifice into the house, 
and when there, they would compel her 
to cure the patient. What was said, was 
done, and on Tuesday, 30th of April, the 
woman accused of witchcraft, having been 
invited to the house in question, repaired 
thither without any mistrust. 

As soon as she had entered the house, 
the husband carefully fastened the doors, 
and taking the old woman by the throat, 
he said to her: “You have given a dis- 
temper to my wife by vour sorceries; you 
must cure her completely.”” “ Mercy on 
me! What! Do you mean that I have 
made your wife sick?” “None of your 
prating; will you cure her? Yes, or no!” 
“ What would you have me todo? I can 
do nothing: I know nothing.” “Ah! you 
refuse! . . . Well, we shall see. Look at 
that wood, we shall heat that oven there 
with it, and when it shall be thoroughly 
heated, I shall shut you up in it, alive!” 

The unhappy woman entreated, im- 
plored, wept, but all was useless; fire was 


' set to the oven; it was warmed toa white 


heat; and then the husband seized the 
woman, and thrust her into the oven feet 
foremost. 

Meanwhile, one-half of the body only 
was in the oven, and, observing that the 
supposed witch gave utterance only to 
frightful shrieks, and said nothing for cur- 
ing the patient, the husband, undoubtedly 
intending to make an end of her, withdrew 
her a moment from the oven, and thrust 
her in again, but head firstthistime. Then 
the screams of this unhappy woman be- 
came so violent, she made so many des- 
perate efforts, that at last she succeeded in 
making this demoniac loosen his grasp, 
who calmly opened the door for her, and 
let her go out into the street. 

Still breathing, for her head had but 
grazed the burning orifice of the oven, her 
feet calcined, her legs burned, this unfor- 
tunate woman succeeded, notwithstanding, 
in dragging herself to the commune of Pujo, 
where she has relations, and where the first 
cares were lavished on her. A frightful 
description is given of her condition; she 
has no longer any hair; her face is but one 
sore; and her feet, her legs, are covered 
with reddish blisters. One has to ask 
himself, how it was possible for her to 
walk. Meanwhile, she speaks, and relates 
herself all the particulars of this enormous 
outrage; but her wounds are so serious, 
that there is no hope of saving her. 

The officers of justice, yesterday, went 
near this victim of superstition; proceed- 
ings preparatory to process are actively 
prosecuted ; the authors of this crime were 
immediately arrested, and they will soon 
have to answer for it before the tribunals. 

Would a person believe that he is in the 


nineteenth century and in a civilized coun- ‘ 


try. 


Reported for the Presbyterian. 
New York Musical Convention. 


Whereas, The New York Musical Con- 
vention is about closing its second ses- 
sion, we who have enjoyed its privi- 
leges, feel desirous of expressing our 
deep sense of the important bearing it 
may have upon the advancement of 
church music, which we must regard as 
its most important application, because 
it is then the handmaid of religion; 
therefore, 

1. Resolved, That we consider musi- 
cal conventions of this character of the 
highest practical utility for the eleva- 
tion of church music, for diffusing 
more correct information, and inspir- 
ing greater love for the noble art of 
music. | 

2. Resolved, That we tender. our 
most sincere thanks to Professor I. B. 
Woodbury for his able lectures, his ex- 
cellent criticisms, and his gentlemanly 
deportment toward us. 7 

3. Resolved, Also to Prof. Thomas 
Hastings for his valuable lectures on 
musical taste, style, and expression. 

4. Resolved, Also to Mr. Geo. Wal- 
lace, the conductor of the Orchestra, 


for his instruction in instrumental mu- 


sic, and to him and the professional 
musicians who assisted us so effectively 
at our concerts. 

5. Resolved, And to Prof. Von Heer- 
inger, for his lectures upon musical 
notation and kindred subjects, from 
which we have derived much profit. 

6. Resolved, That our thanks are 
due, and are hereby tendered to the 
Trustees of the Rutgers’ Street Church 
for the use of their lecture room and 
church. | 

7. Resolved, That we have used Mr. 
Woodbury’s new collection of music, the 
Dulcimer, with pleasure as well as pro- 
fit, and can confidently recommend it to 
those who wish a large collection of 
most excellent music, suitable for every 
occasion. 

8. Resolved, That the numbers of 
the American Musical Review, which 
have come under our notice, have pre- 
sented a most pleasing variety of de- 
lightful music, and we think that its 
monthly numbers may be a powerful 
auxiliary to the advancement of church 
musi¢, wherever its influence is felt. 

9. Resolved, That for the purpose 
of forwarding the interests of music, 
the Presbyterian, New York Observer, 
Christian Intelligencer, Christian Ad- 
vocate and Journal, New York Re- 
corder, and New York Tribune be re- 
quested to publish these resolutions. 


Our Second Sabbath in the 
of Panama. Olty 


(CORRESPONDENCE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN.) 
Pawama, 4pril 29, 1850, 
On Saturday morning & committee 
of three, appointed the previous Sab-. 


whole populace seem to turn out into 


bath to select suitable rooms and make 


-all needful preparations for religious 


services, and especially for those of our 

fellow passengers in the Crescent City, 
ted and caused to be posted, in all 

public places the following notice: 

Divine service will be held to-morrow (Sabbath) 
28th of April in the city of Panama, commencing at 
10 o’clock, A. M. and at 4 P.M. All persons, of 
whatever name or denomination, are earnestly and 
cordially invited to attend and to take part in the 
exercises. 

Agreeably to such notice, about one 
hundred persons convened in a large 
upper room, where we had an interest- 
ing meeting, a singing, and fervent 
prayer to God. The meeting was open- 
ed by reading the fifty-first chapter of 
Isaiah, and also the ten command- 
ments; after singing Mr. William H. 
Coit made a few remarks of a leading 
_ character, which aroused the 

rooping spirits of every one present; 
he was followed by Colonel R. T. P. 
Allen, United States Mail agent, form- 
erly of Frankford, Kentucky, but more 
recently a resident of San Francisco, 
a graduate of West Point; he made a 
solemn and earnest appeal to us all, it 
came from the heart and reached the 
heart of every one as he recited first, 
the trials of leaving home, the priva- 
tions by the way, the temptations to 
which we are all exposed, and especial- 
ly to those who go without their wives 
and fumilies, needing as we all do the 
restraints and watchful eyes of those 
whom we love; he begged us all to act 
as though we had other objects, other 
pursuits in view, than the mere acquisi- 
tion of gold; we should live for God, 
for eternity, for the good of our fellow 
men. He alluded to the vast numbers 
who have died here, and in Sacramento 
city, San Francisco, &c. the past year, 
a large, very large, proportion of them 
have died from intemperance, and un- 
necessary exposure; he warned us faith- 
fully to restrain all our animal propen- 
sities, and to make the religion of the 
Bible our first great business, and to 
be the better for having gone to, and re- 
sided in California; pe he had con- 
cluded, Doctor J. H. Harris, of Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, got up, and following 
out the idea suggested by the two for- 
mer speakers, alluded to the state of 
things as he had found them in this 
city, that he had been here two weeks. 
listening to this thronging multitude, 
seeing the native worshippers bowing 
down to images made with hands, to 
this open gate, these crumbling ruins, 
these deserted churches, and to this 
ignorant and debased people; and 
when he passed along these crowded 
streets, and with pain witnessed the 
profanity and dissipation of our own 
native countrymen, his heart leaped 
within him when he, for the first time, 
read the notice of our meeting stuck 
upon the walls and gates of the city; 
and then to find so many of the Lord’s 
people here assembled in‘ the morning, 
and then again in the afternoon, he- 
really felt as though a door of deliver- 
ance had been opened, a token of good 


was indeed manifested, O! how much 


we need a devoted missionary to preach 
glad tidings to this people, to say no- 
thing of the passing thousands of our 
own countrymen, all of whom remain 
here, of necessity, on an average three 
weeks, waiting for vessels. _ 

The devil has his ministers here by 
scores, and are there none willing to 
come up, and labour for God, for the 
native Spaniard, and for the stranger 
passing through this wilderness of dry 
bones. When he had concluded, a gen- 
tleman got up, in his red shirt sleeves, 
and desired to add his quota of praise 
and thanksgivings to those of God’s 
people, who had run up the “white 
flag’”’ from their windows, inviting all 
to turn in hither, and to worship the 
one only living and true God. He enlar- 
ged upon the remarks offered, by those 
who had preceded him, and said, that 
reference had been made to the con- 


| stant and continued daily prayers which 


were offered by our wives, parents, pas- 


» tors and friends in our behalf at home; 


he said, that is well, but we must all 
pray for ourselves. At home, we have 
our altars, our churches, many Chris- 
tian privileges; let us not forget them, 
but we must here erect altars, and carry 
them with us, and offer constantly, con- 
tinued prayer to God on our own behalf 
for a blessing upon our friends, upon 
our brethren and companions, and upon 
our missionary efforts: let every man 
feel and act, as though he were himself 
amissionary. Wecouldall dosome good, 
by our example, in our daily walk and 
conversation, all had talents to improve. 
At the close of the meeting, notice was 
given of a prayer-meeting, to be held 
in our room on Wednesday evening 
next, as usual. Colonel Allen got up, 
and desired that it might be held on 


_ Tuesday evening, that he, with others, 


were intending to set sail for California 
on Wednesday, in the steamer Oregon, 
and he wanted to meet with us again. 
So you see, that there is a door open 
here for great good to be done. Who 
will come up and possess the land? 
The number of Roman Catholic wor- 
shippers, in this city of six thousand 
inhabitants, who usually and habitually 
attend the Roman Catholic services, is 
not sufficient to fill even one of their 
scores of churches, opened here daily, 
I had almost said hourly; still, they 
afford a pastime and a cool resting- 
place, in this burning clime, for the 
American traveller and sojourner, who 
can look on in silence, and wonder at 
the ignorance and superstition of men 
who jok as though they were able to 
read and interpret the Bible for them- 
selves. No one living in America, 
the land of Bibles, has any idea 
of the extent of image worship in 
this city; the whole people are given 
up to idolatry, cock-fighting, Sabbath 
desecration, &c. Yesterday, while en- 
gaged in our meeting, we could hear 
the shouts of the multitude congregated 
at the cock-pit, with the flag of New 
Grenada floating to the breeze over 
them. Yes! cock-fighting is a lawful, 
legalized Sabbath amusement, and you 
will find hundreds of cocks tied up in 
the houses of the natives, fed, and 
trained for the returning Sabbath af- 
ternoon sports. And then, Sabbath 
evenings, the theatre is opened, at the 
close of service, so that the faithful can 
go direct from the altar of the Virgin, 
or saint, to the temple of Momus. 
The stores are all open here on the 
Sabbath, and the passer-by can hardly 
discern the Sabbath from any other 
day, unless it be from the increased 
wickedness, or amusements going on. 
Saturday and Sunday nights are gene- 
rally kept up as the most suitable sear 


sons for their fandangoes, serenades, Kc. | Westield, and installed the Rev. . 4 


— 


The fact is, it is almost impossible to 
sleep here on those two nights; the 


the streets, to dance, chant, sing and 
howl, and to do all sorts of d of 
darkness, which, with us, would render 
them all fit candidates, for the watch- 
house and prisons. 

One word more as to Panama and 
the strangers that are therein. We 
now number 2000; many of us will be 
forced to remain here at least four 
weeks, making a detention and loss of 


Many here cannot find even a manger 
to sleep in; hundreds are houseless; 
some pennyless, made so by gamblers 
and drunkenness; some are sick with 
fever, owing tO exposure and impru- 
dence of various kinds. © Stil] I think 
the city healthy, and the climate plea- 
sant and agreeable. H. C. B. 


For the Presbyterian. 
Church of Stewartsville, 


In pursuance of order taken by the 
Presbytery of Newton, as already men- 
tioned in the Presbyterian, a committee 
of the Presbytery met at Stewartsville, 
New Jersey, on the 29th of May, and 
organized a church in that place. The 
members of the committee present were 
the Rev. D. X. Junkin, (chairman,) 
Rev. J. H. M. Knox, of German Val- 
ley, and elders Jacob Cline, of Har- 
mony, and S. C. Smith, of Greenwich. 
After sermon by the Rev. Mr. Knox, 
seventy-six church members from seve- 
ral Presbyterian, and two other evan- 
gelical churches, presented certificates. 
to the committee, and desired to be re- 
cognized as a particular church. The 
nature of the Church of Christ and her 
charter was explained; and a succinct 
statement of Presbyterian principles 
and order given. Then the communi- 
cants arose, and in response to appro- 
priate questions proposed by the chair- 
man of the committee, solemnly agreed 
to ‘associate together for divine wor- 
ship and godly living, agreeably to the 
holy Scriptures,”’ and to submit to the 


rian Church in the United States. 
They then proceeded to elect by ballot 
four elders, viz: Phineas Barber, Ro- 


Wm. J. Beers, who, having previously 
served other congregations, were tn- 
stalled elders of the church of Stew- 
artsville. Mr. Knox proposed the ques- 
tions, and gave a charge to the elders, 
and Mr. Junkin addressed the congre- 
gation. 

Thus has a new congregation been 
established under favourable auspices. 
The ancient church of Greenwich, from 
which the members of the new church 
chiefly came, has been greatly blessed 
under the ministrations of its excellent 

astor, the Rev. Mr. Junkin. Four 
Landiad and nine persons (as stated by 
him in the Presbytery called to receive 


artsville,) have been added to its mem- 
bership since he commenced his labours, 
and of these three hundred and fifty- 
eight have been brought into the fold 
of Christ from the world; and now, 
withouf in any way seriously injuring 
its present condition, or its future pros- 
pects, it is able to send out from its 
midst fifty-four of its members to form 
anew congregation. It was pleasant 
indeed, to base Mr. Junkin in his ad- 
dress to the people, claiming the ma- 
jority of the new church as his own 
spiritual children, expressing the dee 
emation with which he parted wit 
them; but declaring, that however 
much sacrifice of feeling it cost to se-. 
parate from them, in their effort to 
erect another sanctuary, and to work 
more efficiently in the vineyard of the 
Lord, and in all their endeavours to do 
good, he with his whole heart bid them 
od speed. 

The church edifice is already com- 
menced; and the contract with the 
builder provides for its completion by 
the first day of November next. It is 
pee of statement also, that it is con- 
fidently anticipated that when a pastor 
shall be called, he will enter upon his 
duties in a congregation entirely unin- 
cumbered by debt. K. 


Reported for the Presbyterian. 
Presbytery of Elizabethtown. 


held its spring meeting in the First 


17th, and 18th days of April. The 
opening sermon was preached by the 
Moderator, the Rev. E. Bradbury, on 
‘the evils of light reading.” The Rev. 
Job F. Halsey, of Perth Amboy, was 
chosen Moderator. In the evening the 
Rev. Mr. Barton preached, by appoint- 
ment of Presbytery, on “the authority 
for, and uses of Infant Baptism.” And 
on the following evenmg addresses were 
made by the Rev. Messrs. English and 
Rankin, the latter a missionary con- 
nected with the Presbytery of Furruk- 
habad. 

The Rev. Lewis H. Lee was received 


having accepted a call from the Second 
-church of Rahway, he was duly in- 
stalled over said church by a committee 
of Presbytery. 

The Rey. Dive’ B. Edgar was re- 
ceived from the Presbytery of Hudson, 
and having signified his acceptance of 
call from the church of Westfield, Pres- 
bytery agreed to meet at Westfield on 
the following Tuesday, and if the way 
be clear, proceed to his installation. 

A call was presented from the church 
at a for the services of the 
Rev. Mr. English, which the Presbytery 
having fully considered, ‘advised the 
not to prosecute any fur- 
ther. 

Mr. John K. Annin, and Mr. David 
Stevenson were licensed to preach the 
gospel. 

Mr. Daniel Henderson was received 
as a foreign minister from the Church of 
Scotland, and Mr. H. W. Hunt was dis- 
missed with a view to connect himself 


The statistical reports of the twenty- 


Presbytery give the following results— 
added during the year on examination, 
170; on certificate, 119; deceased, 80; 
total now in communion, 4958; being 
an increase of only 25 since the report 
of last year. | : 
Twenty of these twenty-four churches 
contributed to the Board of Missions 
$1156, and to the Board of Foregn 
Missions $1425; and fourteen churches 
ve to the Board of Education $592. 
he sum total benevo- 
lent purposes is ys is is an 
ontaa over the contributions of last 
rear of $49 to the Board of Missions; 
$282 to the Board of Foreign Missions; 
$141 to the Board of Education; an 
$198 to.the sum total contributed. 
On the following Tuesday the Pres- 
bytery held an 


form of government of the Presbyte- — 


bert S. Kennedy, D. Hulshiser, and 


the application for a chureh in Stew- * 


The Presbytery of Elizabethtown © 
church of Elizabethtown on the 16th, 


from the Presbytery of New York, and. 


with the Consociation of Long Island. « 


four of the twenty-five churches of the - 


time of full six weeks on the Isthmus. a 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 
Haxpsoox or £06 
roar. By Wilhelm 


‘ 


| a 
Rav. B. Poul, M. A., Vicar of 
New York, 1850, D. Ap- 


| We cannot better characterize this ‘book 
than ja the language of the American Edi- 
to :“It is precisely what it pretends to 
<, ‘@-manual,a sure and conscientious 
- “guide for the student through the crooks 
and tangles of medieval history. Many 
things, of course, are omitted ; many rather 
indicated than developed ; but all the great 
principles of this extensive period are care- 


fully. laid down, and the most important | 


facts skilfully grouped around them.” 

The student of this period of history will 

find this to be a valuable guide. 

or rar Wise axn Goon. By Jabez 
Burns, D.D., author of Pulpit &c. 
Boston, 1850, Gould, Kendall & 12mo, 
pp. 288. 

The object of this volume is one of deep 

interest.. It is to illustrate maternal influ- 

ence by an appeal to facts, collated and 
presented in such beautiful array that no 

‘reader can Jay the book down without a 

conviction that it is the peculiar province 

of mothers to give form and colouring to 
the community of which they are a pro- 
minent element. The book is well adapted 
to populay reading. 

Msvrrattons ox Tar Lonn’s Praren. By A. 
Bonnet, author of the « Family of Bethany,” &c. 
Translated from the French, by the Rev. William 
Hare. New York, 1850, Robert Carter & Bro- 
thers; Philadelphia, William S. Martien. 18mo, 
pp. 241. = 
The several divisions of the Lord’s 

Prayer are here. made the subjects of de- 

vout. meditation, in which their meaning, 


force, and beauty are fully developed. 


Usxs or ADVERSITY AND THE Provisions or Cox- 
sotaTion. By the Rev. Herman Hooker, D. D., 
author of the « Portion of the Soul,” &c. New 
York, 1850, Robert Carter & Brothers; Philadel- 
phia, W. S. Martien. 18mo, pp. 177. 

We noticed this volume on a former 
issue; and need only now repeat, that it 
comprises many valuable and appropriate 


reflections on adversity, and its antidote. 
We have received No. 11 of the Messrs. 


Appleton’s edition of Byrne’s Dictionary . 


of Mechanics, &c. This number illustrates 
all the details of engines, &c. and is pecu- 
‘liarly valuable. Also the June number of 
the Medical Examiner, with a variety of 
excellent articles. Also the Mother’s Ma- 
gazine and Home Missionary for June.. 


We have received two excellent sermons 
on important subjects; one entitled, “The 
Spiritual Power of the Roman Catholic 
Clergy,’”’ by the Rev. Dr. E. P. Hum- 

phrey, of Louisville, Kentucky; and the 
other, “The Medical Profession and the 
Duties of its Members,”’ by the Rev. E. 
P. Rogers, of Augusta, Georgia. 


The Pictorial Field Book of the Re- 
volution is a beautiful work, published by 
the Harpers, and illustrated with pen and 
pencil -by B. J. Lossing: containing 
sketches made on the spot, of the most 
remarkable scenes in Revolutionary his- 
tory. It is an admirable idea, and well 

executed. 

The Harpers, have also(started a new 
Monthly Magazine, which is destined to a 
wide circulation: ‘embracing a great va- 
riety of matter in almost every depart- 
ment of literature, and illustrated abun- 
dantly. The first- number has made its 
appearance, containing 144 pages, and the 
successive numbers are to be equally ex- 
tensive and rich. 

The Edinburgh Review, reprinted by 
L. Scott & Co., opens with an article on 
astronomical science, of great interest and 
value. It has also a notice of Sydney 
Smith’s Sketches of Moral Philosophy, 
and an article on the decrease of popula- 
tion in the Polynesian Islands, which, with 
several others, make this a capital number. 


The Living Age, No. 316, has been 
published. 


— 


DISCOVERIES IN AFRICA. 
A correspondent of the London Times 


ives some interesting details respecting 
Mr. Richardson, the. enterprising Afri- 
can traveller. Mr. Richardson, he says, 
left Tripoli on the morning of Good 
Friday, for the interior of Africa. “The 
transport of the boat for navigating 
the lakes has been a source of great 
anxiety and immense difficulty. It has 
to be conveyed a four months journey 
_over the burning sands of Africa, before 
it reaches Lake Tshad. The Admiral 
at Malta has constructed a beautiful 
craft, broad in the beam and as light as 
cork on the water. Mr. Richardson 
and his German travelling companions 
proceed first to Mourzouk by the route 
of Migdal, not yet travelled by Euro- 
-peans; afterwards from Mourzouk to 
‘Ghat, and thence through the country 
‘of the Souanieks to Aheer and Ughachy, 
where, on the frontier of Soudan, they 
will await the termination of the rain 
‘season in the tropics, during which all. 
human labour is suspended. This season 
‘of fever terminated, Mr. Richardson 
and Drs. Barker and Overweg will pro- 
ceed to Kanon and Tukkaton, the prin- 
‘cipal cities of Soudan and of the Fel- 
Tentals’ empire. They will then turn 
eastward to Bornou, when they will ex- 
‘plore the waters of Lake Tshad; and if 
any thing happen to the boat en route, 
they will construct a new one, being 
well provided with tools and other boat- 
“building apparatus. The shores of. the 
Tshad being explored, Drs. Barker and 
Overweg will separate from Mr. Rich- 
_ardson ;—the two former proceedin 
further east towards the Mountains o 
the Moon and the eastern coast of Af- 
rica, and the last returning north to 
‘the Mediterranean on the old Bornou 
route. Mr. Richardson is expected to 
return to Tripoli in the course of a year 
and a half; but of course the period of 
‘the return of his companions cannot be 
“brought within the same compass, nor 
even conjectured.” 


— 


Situation of New Orleans. 


Few persons who have never visited 
New Orleans have any correct idea of 
‘ats position, and why a crevasse makes 
timid people nervous. The city is in a 
valley, with the levee, which is a high 
embankment that keeps the river from 

“flowing in on the town on one side, and 
_the Metaire ridge on the other. The 
average depth of. the valley is 15 feet 
“below the high water line of the Mis- 
.-3issippi, five feet below the crest of the 
Metaire ridge, and about one foot above 
_ ordinary tides .of Lake Ponehar- | 
rain. 


LIFE IN CALIFORNIA. 
BY BAYARD TAYLOR. 


A better idea of San Francisco, in 
the beginning of September, 1849, can- 
not be given than by the description of 
asingle day. Supposing the visiter to 
have been long enough in the place to 
sleep.on a hard plank, and in spite of 
the attacks of innumerable fleas, he will 
be awakened at daylight by the noises 
of building, with which the hills are all 
alive. The air is temperate, and the in- 
variable morning fog is just beginning 
to gather. By sunrise, which gleams 
the Coast Mountains across 
the rh the whole populace is up and 
at work. The wooden buildings unlock 
their doors, the canvass-houses and tents 
throw back their front curtains; the 
lighters on the water are warped out 
from ship to ship; carts and porters are 
busy along the beach; and only the 
gaming-tables, thronged all night by the 
votaries of chance, are idle and de- 
serted. The temperature is so fresh as 
to inspire an active habit of pai and 
even without the stimulus of trade and 
speculation, there would be few slug- 
gards at thisseason. - 
gin to sound to breakfast, and for an 
hour thenceforth, the incessant clang 
and braying of immense gongs drown 
all the hammers that are busy on a 
hundred roofs. The hotels, restaurants, 


as numerous as gaming-tables, and 
equally various in kind. The tables 
d’hote of the first class (which charge 
$2 and upwards the meal,) are abun- 
dantly supplied. There are others, with 
more simple and solid fare, frequented 
by the large class who have their for- 
tunes yet to make. At the United 
States and California restaurants, on 
the plaza, you may get an excellent 
breakfast, seantily garnished with po- 
‘tatoes, and a cup of good coffee or 
chocolate, for $1. Fresh beef, bread, 
potatoes, and all provisions which will 
bear importation, are plenty; but milk, 
fruit, and vegetables, are classed as lux- 
uries, and fresh butter is rarely heard 
of. On Montgomery street, and the 
vacant space fronting the water, ven- 
ders of coffee, cakes, and sweetmeats, 
have erected their stands, in order to 
tempt the appetite of sailors just ar- 
rived in port, or miners coming down 
from the mountains. 

By nine o’clock the town is in the full 
flow of business. The streets running 
down to the water, and Montgomer 
street, which fronts the bay, are crowd- 
ed with people, all in hurried motion. 
The variety of characters and costumes 
is remarkable. Our own countrymen 
seem to lose their local peculiarities in 
such a crowd, and it is by chance epi- 
thets rather than by manner, that thé 
New Yorker is distinguished from thg 
Kentuckian, the Carolinian from the 
Down Easter, the Virginian from the 
Texian. _The German and Frenchman 
are more easily recognized. Peruvians 
and Chilians go by in their brown pon- 
chos; and the sober Chinese, cool and 
impassive in the midst of excitement, 
look out of the oblique corners of their 
long eyes at the bustle, but are never 
tempted to venture from their own Jjine 
of business. The eastern side of the 
plaza, in front of the Parker *House, 
and a canvass hell called the El Dorado, 
are the general rendezvous of business 
and amusement—combining ‘change, 
park, club-room, and promenade, all in 
one. There, every body, not constantly 
employed in one spot, may be seen at 
some time of the day. The character 
of the groups scattered along the plaza 
is oftentimes very interesting. In one 
place are three or four speculators bar- 
gaining for lots, buying and sellin 
‘“‘fifty varas square’ in towns, some 0 
which are canvass and some only paper; 
in another, a company of miners, brown 
as leather, and rugged in features as in 
dress; in a third, perhaps, three or four 


‘naval officers speculating on the next 


cruise, or a knot of genteel gamblers, 
talking over the last night’s operations, 

The day advances. The mist, which 
after sunrise hung low and heavy for an 
hour or two, has risen above the hills, 
and there will be two hours of pleasant 
sunshine before the wind sets in from 
the sea. The crowd in the streets is 


| now wholly alive. Men dart hither and 


thither, as if possessed with a never 
resting spirit. You speak to an ac- 
quaintance—a merchant, perhaps. He 
utters a few hurried words of greeting, 
while his eyes send keen glances on all 
sides of you; suddenly he catches sight 
of somebody in the crowd; he is off, and 
in the next five minutés has bought up 
half a cargo, sold a town lot at treble 
the sum he gave, and taken a share in 
some new and imposing speculation. It 
is impossible to witness this excess and 
dissipation of business, without feeling 
something of its influence. The air is 
pregnant with the magnetism of bold, 
spirited, unwearied action, and he who 
but ventures into the outer circle of the 
whirlpool, is spinning, ere he has time 
for thought, in the dizzy vortex. 

But see! the groups in the plaza sud- 
denly scatter; the city surveyor jerks 
his pole out of the ground and leaps on 
a pile of boards; the venders of cakes 
and sweetmeats follow his example, and 
the place is cleared, just as a wild bull 
which has been racing down Kearney 
street makes his appearance. The va- 
queros, shouting and swinging their 
lariats, follow at a hot gallop; the dust 
flies as they dash across the plaza. 
One of them, in mid-career, hurls his 
lariat in the air. Mark how deftly the 
coil unwinds in its flying curve, and 
with what precision the noose falls over 
the’ bull’s horns! The horse wheels as 
if on a pivot, and shoots off in an oppo- 
site line. 
lariat to a hair, and the instant it is 
drawn taut, plants his feet firmly for 
the shock, md throws his body forward. 
The bull is “brought *. with such 
force as to throw him off his legs. He 
lies stunned a moment, and then, rising 
heavily, makes another charge. But 
by this time the second vaquero has 
thrown a lariat around one of his hind 
legs, and thus checked on both sides, he 
is dragged off to slaughter. 

The plaza is re-filled as quickly as it 
was emptied, and the course of business 
is resumed. About twelve o'clock, a 


‘ wind begins to blow from the northwest, 


sweeping with great violence through a 
gap between the hills, opening towards 
the.Golden Gate. The bells and gongs 
begin to sound for dinner, and these 
two causes tend to lessen the crowd in 
the streets for an hour or two. Two 
o’clock is the usual dinner time for busi- 
ness men, but some of the old and suc- 
cessful merchants have adopted the 


fashionable hour of five. Where shall 
_we dine to-day? the restaurants display 


their signs invitingly on all sides; we 
have choice of the United States, Tor- 


toni’s, the Alhambra, and many other 


equally classic resorts, but Delmonico’s, 


As early as half-past six the bells be- 


and refectories of all kinds, are already 


He knows the length of the | 


like its distinguished original in New 
York, has the highest prices, and the 
eates variety of dishes. We go down 
earney street to a two-story wooden 
house on. the corner of Jackson. The 
lower story is a market; the walls are 
garnished with quarters of beef and 
mutton; a huge pile of Sandwich Island 
squashes fills one corner, and several 
cabbage-heads, valued at $2 each, show 
themselves in the window. 
little door at the end of the building, 
ascend a dark, narrow flight of steps, 
and find ourselves in a long, low room, 
with ceiling and walls of white muslin, 
and a floor covered with oil-cloth. 
There are about twenty tables, dis- 
posed in two rows, all of them so well 
filled that we have some difficulty in 
finding places. Taking up the written 
bill of fare, we find such items as the 
following: 


We enter a 


SOUPS. 
St. Julien, 1 00 

FISH. 
Boiled Salmon Trout, Anchovy sauce, 1 75 . 

BOILED. 

Leg Mutton, caper sauce, . .. 1 00 
Corned Beef, Cabbage, 1 00 
Ham and Tongues, ° 

ENTREES. 
Fillet of Beef, mushroom sauce, . 1 75 
Veal Cutlets, breaded, é . 1 00 
Mutton Chop, 1 00 
Lobster Salad, 2 00 
Sirloin of Venison, ° . 1 50 
Baked Maccaroni, ia ‘ 0 75 
Beef Tongue, sauce piquante, 1 00 


So that, with but a moderate appetite, 
the dinner will cost us $5, if we are at 
all epicurean in our tastes. There are 
cries of ‘“‘steward!’’ from all parts of 
the room; the word ‘“ waiter’ is not 
considered sufficiently respectful, seeing 
that the waiter may have been a law- 
yer or merchant’s clerk a few months 
before. The dishes look very small as 
they are placed on the table, but they 
are skilfully cooked, and very palatable 
to men who have ridden in from the 
diggings. The appetite one acquires in 
California is something remarkable. 
For two months after my arrival, my 
sensations were like those of a famished 
wolf. | 

In the matter of dining, the tastes of 
all nations can be gratified here. There 
are French restaurants on the plaza, 
and on Dupont street; an extensive 
German establishment on Pacific street ; 
the Fonda Peruana; the Italian Con- 
fectionary; and three Chinese houses, 


denoted by their. long three-cornered 


flags of yellow silk. The latter are 
much frequented by Americans, on ac- 
count of their excellent cookery, and 
the fact that the meals are $1 each, 
without regard to quantity. Kong- 
Sung’s house is near the water; Whang- 
Tong’s in Sacramento street; and Tong- 
Ling’s in Jackson street. There the 
grave Celestials serve up thtir chow- 
chow and curry, besides many genuiné 
English dishes: their tea and coffee 
cannot be surpassed. | 
. The afternoon is less noisy and active 
than the forenoon. Merchants keep 
within-doors, and the gambling-rooms 
are crowded with persons who step in 
to escape the wind and dust. The sky 
takes a cold grey cast, and the hills 
over the bay are barely visible in the 
dense, dusty air. Now and then a 
watcher, who has been stationed on the 
hill above Fort Montgomery, comes 
down and reports an inward-bound ves- 
sel, which occasions a little excitement 
among the boatmen and the merchants 
who are awaiting consignments. To- 
wards sunset, the plaza is nearly de- 
serted; the wind is merciless in its 
force, and a heavy overcoat is not found 
unpleasantly warm. as it grows dark, 
there is a lull, though occasional gusts 
blow down the hill and carry the dust 
of the city out among the shipping. 
The appearance of San Francisco at 
night, from the water, is unlike any 
thing I ever beheld. The houses are 
mostly of canvass, which is made trans- 
parent by the lamps within, and trans- 
forms them, in the darkness, to dwell- 
ings of solid light. Seated on the 
slopes of its three hills, the tents pitch- 
ed among the chapparal to the very 
summits, it gleams like an amphitheatre 
of fire. Here and there shine out bril- 
liant points, from the decoy-lamps of 
the gaming houses; and through the 
indistinct murmur of the streets comes 


by fits the sound of music from their 


hot and crowded precincts. The pic- 
ture has in it something unreal and fan- 
tastic; it impresses one like the cities 
of the magic lantern, which a motion of 
the hand can build or annihilate. 

The only objects left for us to visit 
are the gaming-tables, whose day has 
just fairly dawned. We need not wan- 
der far in search of one. Denison’s 
Exchange, the Parker House, and El- 
dorado stand side by side; across the 
way are the Verandah and Aguila de 
Oro; higher up the plaza the St. 
Charles and Bella Union; while dozens 
of second-rate establishments are scat- 
tered through the less frequented 
streets. . The greatest crowd is about 
the Eldorado; we find it difficult to ef- 
fect an entrance. There are about 
eight tables in the room, all of which 
are thronged; copper-hued Kanakas, 
Mexicans rolled in their sarapes, and 
Peruvians thrust through their ponchos, 
stand shoulder to shoulder with the 
brown and bearded American miners. 
The stakes are generally small, though 


_when the better gets into “a streak of 


luck,” as it is called, they are allowed 
to double until all is lost or the bank 
breaks. Along the end of the room is 
@ spacious bar, supplied with all kinds 
of bad liquors, and in a sort of gallery, 
suspended under the ceiling, a female 
violinist tasks her talent and strength of 
muscle to minister to the excitement of 
lay. 

The Verandah opposite, is smaller, but 
boasts an equal attraction in a musician 
who has a set of Pannean pipes fasten- 
ed at his chin, a drum on his back, 
which he beats with sticks at his elbows, 
and cymbals in his hands. The piles 
of coin on the monte tables clink mer- 
rily to his playing, and-the throng of 
spectators, jammed together in a swel- 
tering mass, walk up to the bar between 
the tunes and drink out of sympathy 
with his dry and breathless throat. At 
the Aguila de Oro there is a full band 
of Ethiopian serenaders, and at the 
other hells, violins, guitars, or wheezy 
accordeons, as the case may be. The 
atmosphere ‘of these places is rank with 
tobacco-smoke, and filled with feverish, 
stifling heat, which communicates an 
unhealthy glow to the faces of the 


players. 

We shall not be deterred from enter- 
ing by the heat and smoke, or the mot- 
ley characters into whose company we 
shall be thrown. There are rare 
chances here for seeing human nature 
in one of its most dark and exciting 
phases. Note the variety of expression 
in the faces gathered around the table! 
They are playing monte, the favourite 


_the spot. 
happened to be passing; and on her attempt- 


gamé in California, since the chances ! 


THE PRE 


are considered more equal and the op- 
rtunity of false play very slight.— 
he dealer throws out his cards with a 


cool, nonchalant air; indeed, the grad- |. 


ual increase of the hollow square of 
dollars at his left hand is not calculated 
to disturb his equanimity. The two 
Mexicans in front, muffled in their dirty 
sarapes, put down their half-dollars and 
dollars and see them lost, without 
changing’ a muscle. Gambling is & 
born habit with them, and they would 
lose thousands with the same indiffe- 
rence. Very different is the demeanor 
of the Americans who are playing; 
their good or ill luck is betrayed at 
once by involuntary exclamations and 
changes of countenance, unless the 
stake should be very large and absorb- 
ing, when their anxiety, though silent, 
may be read with no less certainty. 
They have no power to resist the fasci- 
nation of the ay Now counting 
their winnings by thousands, now de- 
pendent on the kindness of a friend for 
a few dollars to commence anew, they 
pass hour after hour in those hot, un- 
wholesome dens. There is no appear- 
ance of arms, but let one of the play- 


_ers, impatient with his losses and mad- 


dened by the poisonous fluids he has 


drunk, threaten one of the profession, 


and there will be no scarcity of knives 
and revolvers. 

There are other places, where gam- 
ing is carried on privately and to a 


| more ruinous extent—rooms in the rear 


of the Parker House, in the City Hotel, 
and other places, frequented only by 
the initiated. Here the stakes are 
almost unlimited, the players being men 
of wealth and apparent respectability. 
Frequently, in the absorbing interest of 
some desperate game, the night goes by 
unheeded, and morning breaks upon 
haggard faces and reckless hearts. 
Here are lost, in a few turns of a card, 
or rolls of a ball, the product of fortu- 
nate ventures by sea, or months of 
racking labour on land. How many 
men, maddened by continual losses, 
might exclaim in their blind vehemence 
of passion, on leaving these hells: 
« Out, out, thou strumpet, Fortune! All you gods, 

In general synod, take away her power; 

Break all the spokes and felloes from her whed, 
_ And bow] the round nave down the hill of heaven, 

As low as to the fiends!” 


Agricultural Resources of Cali- 
fornia. 

No person who has travelled over the 
country, can doubt the wonderful rieh- 
ness of the soil. In this particular, it 
is not surpassed by the famed bottoms 
of the Mississippi, or the river lands of 
Texas. The valleys of all our rivers 
are of this class, and these valleys are 
sufficient in extent to support millions 
of inhabitants, to say nothing of kun- 
dreds of small rivulets, heading and 
emptying within the distance of half a 
dozen of miles, surrounded by moun- 
tains with beautiful lakes in the certre, 
and lands capable of all manner of pro- 
ductions, running back to the very pase 
of the barriers that separate them from 
similar nooks, while the mountains 
themselves are covered with a growth 
of wild oats, of which an eastern farmer 
might proudly boast. This is a pecu- 
liar feature of the Southern portim, of 
the State, and the district through 
which passes the route from Los Ange- 
los to San Jose. 


= 


i Foreign Miscellaneous Items. 


Suppen Deatna or a Frencn SAvant. 
—M. de Blainville, the successor of George 
Cuvier, in the chair of comparative anatomy 
at the Museum of Natural History in Paris, 
was found dead on Wednesday last in one of 
the carriages of the night train on the Rouen 
Railway. His death is a serious loss to the 
cause of science. Although seventy-two 
years of age, he had preserved an unusual 
degree of vigour, and no professor could 
equal him in spirit and energy. He was 
perhaps the only one who, without wearying 
his audience, could deliver a lecture of two 
hours on the most abstruse points of science. 
When the melancholy event occurred he was 
on his way to Caen, intending to proceed to 
England, and was entirely free from anyap- 
prehensions as to the state of his health. 


Irn1tsh WuiskEy.—According to a return 


recently made, the total quantity of proof | 


spirits distilled in Ireland during the year 
ending January 5th, 1850, was 8,355,083 
gallons, 


CanniBaLismM.—Mr. Lawry, Superintend- 
ent of the Wesleyan Missions in New Zea- 
land, gives a shocking account of the con- 
sumption of human flesh in the Fejee Islands. 
Mr. Leyth records that Ravatee, one of the 
principal chiefs of the Rakirakj, showed 
him, about a mile out of the town, a row of 
stones by which his father had kept count of 
all persons eaten by himself and father: 
they amounted to 872! 


Tue Pusryitres.—A reply by 
the Bishop of Exeter to a numerously signed 
address of sympathy from Nottingham, con- 
tained these expressions The time is 
coming—rather, is already come — when 
every one must declare himself if he is 
faithful. Individual confession of the tre 
faith is now necessary ; for we have ceased 
to have security for the assertion of that fath 
by the laws of the State, and the very pas- 
sibility of asserting it by Synod declared to 
us.” Mr. Beresford Hope has forwarded to 
the newspapers, for publication, a letter ad- 
dressed to him by the Bishop of London. It 
is dated on the 11th of March. ‘The pur- 
port of the letter only now published, is 
quiet Mr. Hope’s uneasiness, by assuri 
him that neither the sentence of an Ecclesi- 
astical Court nor that of the Judicial Com 
mittee can be regarded as finally settling any 
question of doctrine. Meanwhile, the friends 
of the Church must not leave it until ‘‘ Con- 
vocation shall by a solemn act reject the 
doctrine of baptismal regeneration:” before 
that, it would be “an act of schism,” an 
abandonment of the ship in distress, Forty- 
five tutors in the University of Oxford have 
issued a declaration that they are determined 
lo continue to teach and maintain the doc- 
trine of baptismal regeneration. 


New Movement.—In Dover, New Jer- 
sey, a few hard drinking men who had pre- 
viously resisted all attempts to reclaim them, 
met a few days since on the motion of one 
of their number, and resolved to unite in an 
association, the entrance fee to which is 
five dollars, to be deposited in bank and 
draw interest. The pledge required is of 
rigid and total abstinence, and the five dol- 
lars to be forfeited by violation of the pledge. 
The fund accumulating from member’s fees 
and interest, is to be ultimately divided 
among those who continue faithful. It is 
said that all the drinkers in that place who 
stood out against Washingtonianism and 
other means, have come into this organiza- 
tion, Well, so they are saved, we will re- 


| joice; no matter how, or by whom the rum 


fiend is cast out. 


Knocx-Down Arcument.—Recently, a 
man, having the appearance of a navie, 
came up to a decent person passing down 


College Wynd, and asked him’if he attended 


the meetings.of the Irish Mission. Thé 
man replied that he did. He then asked 
him if he read the Bible, and upon the man 
replying in the affirmative, he instantly 
doubled his fist and knocked him down on 
His cries attracted his wife, who 


SBYTERIAN. 


ing to rescue him, another man, who had | 


come to finish the job, turned round upon 
the poor woman, who is in very delicate 
health, and knocked her down. The hus- 
band attempted to escape, but was overtaken 
in the Cowgate, and only saved from being 
beaten to death by the interference of the 
police. The case was tried before the Police 
Court, when the parties were convicted, and 
dismissed from the bar, by Bailie Tullis, the 
presiding magistrate, with a gentle admoni- 
tion! . Sydney Smith said, there would be 


no security on the railway till a bishop was | 


burnt; and we fear there is little hope of 
security for the lieges in the Cowgate, till a 
bailie is knocked down.—Edinburgh Wit- 
ness. 


MeTHopism AND Pewep CHuURCHES.— 
Considerable dissatisfaction has lately been 


created in Cincinnati, because a new church 


on the pew system, was built, but which the 
Bishops refused to supply with a preacher. 
In some of the eastern Conferences, pewed 
churches among the Methodists are com- 

| mon, and the rule generally adopted is this, 
that although their Book of Discipline is 
against that system, yet if the Conference 
says so, the Bishops give them a preacher. 
In the West, the other method has hitherto 
prevailed, and hence the Bishops have re- 
fused to appoint preachers to pewed churches 
there. 


Buying out the London Exhibi- 
tion. 

The expediency of holding the great 
World’s Fair in London, has been de- 
bated in the British Parliament, where 
some of the antiquarians urged that so 
large an influx of foreign manufac- 
tures, &c., would have a tendency to 
glut the market, and act pfejudicially 
to British interests. The subject, it ap- 
pears, has been broached elsewhere in 
that country, and a late English paper 
states, that at a meeting held in London 
on this subject, Mr. Cobden stated in 
reply to an objection against “ glutting 
the market” in England by the intro- 
duction of so many manufactured com- 
modities, that he would disclose a secret 
that he thought would dissipate any 
alarm that might be entertained about 
a glut of the market. There was, he 
said, a project set on foot in the United 
States for purchasing the exhibition 
bodily, when it was finished in this 
country, and carrying it over to Ame- 


| rica—[loud laughter and cheers.] If 


such a project had originated elsewhere, 
he should have laughed at it as chimeri- 
cal; but knowing that the parties were 
men of high respectability and large 
capital, one of them being the owner of 
a line of packet ships between Liverpool 
and New York, he had no doubt that it 
would be carried into effect, and that it 
would also prove a right good specula- 
tion. As he had seen all the corres- 


pondence on the subject, he could state 
that they proposed this plan on pre- 


cisely the same principles on which it 
was advocated here, namely, in hope 
that the manufactures of their own 
country would be likely to derive im- 
provement from a friendly rivalry and 
comparison with those of other cqun- 
‘tries. 


CHARCOAL MELTED. 


The possibility of melting charcoal 
has at length been satisfactorily proved 
by the experiments of M. Despretz, of 
Paris. Up to the present time chemists 
have considered this an impossibility; 
M. Despretz, however, not only melts 
-this refractory substance, but solders 
one piece to another, and even volatil- 
izes it. The heat to effect this purpose 
is generated by a powerful galvanic bat- 
tery; the light and heat evolved is so 
great that even in approaching it only 
for an instant there is danger of violent 
headache and pain in the eyes. To 
avoid this, the operator conducts his 
experiments under the shade of thick 
blue glass. Platinum clippings and 
other metals difficult to fuse, are readily 
converted into a solid mass. This will 
prove of great service in the arts, and 
we hope that he will be able to make 
diamonds, so as to destroy all the attri- 
butable value of these baubles.—/Scien- 
tific American. 


NEVER STOP FOR STORMS. 


A young licentiate in a distant school 
district made an appointment for a five 
o’clock lecture with a church to whom 
he was accustomed to preach on the 
Sabbath. Accompanied by a venerable 
deacon of the church, he had accom- 
plished half the distance to the place of 
meeting, when a severe thunder storm 
arose, and obliged them to take shelter 
in a barn by the roadside. After the 
rain had abated, the young minister 
said to his aged companion, ‘‘ Come, 
deacon, the storm is over, and we had 
better go on.” 

The deacon’s reply was, “‘ I think not. 
The storm will prevent attendance, and 
you will find the school-house nearly or 
quite empty.” 

‘¢ But an appointment was made, and 
must be kept.”’ 

think it will be useless.’ 

‘‘Well, deacon, you will do as you 
think best; I must fulfil the engage- 
ment.” 

The deacon returned home. The 
preacher proceeded on his way, and 
found a full congregation assembled to 
hear his lecture. Seeing so many ga- 
thered around him, and feeling that he 
might have lost an opportunity of bene- 
fitting some soul that was groping in 
darkness had he yielded to the plausible 
conclusion of his friend, the young man 
then formed the resolution never, under 
any circumstances, to be deterred by a 
storm from performing his duty. 

Another test of principle yet awaited 
the same minister. An appointment 
had been made on a week-day evening, 
six miles distant from his place of resi- 
dence. The day came, but snow fell 
in clouds until late in the afternoon. 
Walking was, in consequence, very diffi- 
cult, and he had no means for riding. 
Still, his purpose failed not. ‘I must 
go,” he said. Two hour’s severe toil 
brought him to the place of meeting. 
Only five or six individuals had assem- 


/bled.” But they were immortal beings, 


each having a soul worth a myriad of 
worlds. ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand,” formed the subject 
of discourse. Wearied, and almost re- 
gretting that he came, he left the house 
and returned to his home. | 

Several months after this, a young 
lady presented herself to the church, 
asking baptism. 

“ When were you awakened to a 
sense of your state?” - 

“On that Stormy night, when you, 
sir, preached at , from the text, 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.’” 

“Lord, forgive my unbelief,” ejacu- 


lated the preacher ; and again the reso- 


lution filled his mind, ‘‘ Z will never stop 
for a storm.” 


Let Christians and Christian minis- 


| Newton. 


ters never be frightened from duty*by 
storms. God, by these apparent ob- 
stacles, often tries our faith and our 
devotion. Remember, too, that the 
amount of good done is not measured 
by the number that may be present at 
religious appointments. ‘‘ Blessed are 
they that sow beside all waters.” — 
Watchman and Reflecto?. 


—_—— 


THE INFIDEL CONFUTED. 

A pious mother who was in the habit 
of catechising her children on Sabbath 
evening, had gathered them about her 
in the nursery for that purpose, when 
an infidel physician who was in attend- 
ance upon her sickness, entered the 
room and seated himself by the bedside. 
He heard her little children repeat 
answer after answer to the questions in 
the Catechism, and at length interrupted 
her with the inquiry. ‘Madam, why 
do you teach your children that stuff.” 


Fixing her tearful eyes on him, she said, 


“Sir, that it may preserve them ftom 
skepticism, save them and nourish their 
souls when I am dead.” He left’ the 
= trembling before the power of her 
aith. 


Manufacture of Diamonds. 


The Paris correspondent of the Lon- 
don Times says :—* The scientific world 
has been in astate of commotion during 
the whole week, in consequence of the 
publication of the discovery of the long 
sought for secret of the fusion and crys- 
tallization of carbon. The Sorbonne 
has been crowded for the last few days 
to behold the result of this discovery in 
the shape of a tolerably sized diamond 
of great lustre, which M. Desprezt, the 
happy discoverer, submits to the exami- 
nation of every chemist and savant who 
chooses to visit him. He declares that 
so long ago as last autumn he had suc- 
ceeded in producing the diamond, but 
in such minute particles as to be visible 
only through the microscope, and, fear- 
ful of raising irony and suspicion, he 
had kept the secret, until, by dint of 
repeated experiments and great labour, 
he had completed the one he now offers 
to public view. Four solar lens of im- 
mense power, aided by the tremendous 
galvanic pile of the Sorbonne, have been 
the means of producing the result now 
before us. M. Desprezt holds himself 


ready to display the experiment when- 


ever it may be required. The diamond 
roduced is of the quality known in the 
ast as the black diamond, one single 
specimen of which was sold by Prince 
Rostoff to the late Duke of York, for 
the enormous sum of twelve thousand 
pounds!”’ 


AN EXTINGUISHER. 


Dr. Taylor, of Norwich, said to John 
Newton: “Sir, I have collated every 
word in the Hebrew Scriptures seven- 
teen times; and it is very strange if the 
doctrine of atonement, which you hold, 
is there and I have not found it.”’ 

“Tam not surprised at this,” said 
‘“‘T once went to light my 
candle with an extinguisher on. Now 
prejudice, from education, learning, Xc., 
often forms an extinguisher. It is not 
enough to bring the candle; you must 
remove the extinguisher.” 


TO THE POINT. 


The following monition is good for 
all writers of articles for periodicals, 
who are apt to be long-winded and 
wordy, especially for those who are 
tempted to bring the above admirable 
qualities to bear on religious newspa- 
pers. What Butler says below of books, 
is true in a yet higher degree of news- 
paper writing, in which plainness and 
brevity cannot be too much commended: 

‘‘ As ’tis a greater mystery in the art 

-Of painting, to foreshorten any part 


Than draw it out; so ’tis in books the chief 
Of all perfections to be plain and brief.” 


TAKING THE VEIL. 
Under this title the Commercial Ad- 
vertiser reads a severe lecture to those 
semi-Protestant parents who persist in 
sending their children to Romish semi- 


naries. The writer, after some prelimi- | 


nary remarks, says: 


At the seminary in question there 
are as many children of Protestants as 
of Roman Catholics. The former “out 
of respect to their teachers,” usually 
attending mass and the other ceremo- 
nies peculiar to the Romish denomina- 
tion. In the chapel are “speaking 
stalls,” occupied by the novices. On 
the occasion referred to, wax candles 
were, of course, in demand. At a 
given signal, the pupils entered the 
chapel in pairs, ‘‘clothed in red merino 
dresses, their usual uniform.’’ There 
were about one hundred and thirty. 
Then came that potent aid to all such 
exhibitions, sweet and overpowering 
music. One of the young ladies took 
the white, the other the black veil. 

The latter, as every one knows, 


‘implies absolute and perpetual obliga- 


tion, and the young lady took the sol- 
emn vow of perpetual “ chastity, poverty, 
and obedience,’’ binding herself there- 
by to fulfil all the requirements of the 
order she joined, and of its officers. 
After the ceremony, a most luxurious 
repast was provided for the company, 
who appear to have left the institution 
in excellent humour, under the captiva- 
ting influence of the music, the pomp, 
and the other accessories of the exhibi- 
tion. As we do not happen to be 
under the same beguiling influences, 
we shall venture upon a single para- 
graph ‘of dispassionate remark, not 
upon the motives of the recipients of 
the veil, for we have neither the right 
nor the inclination to impugn them; 
nor upon the imposition practised upon 
the spectators by uniting such a pagean- 
try with such a sacrifice. 

We simply put a case. The novice 
and the nun in this instance, as in all 
similar instances, were publicly com- 
mended by the bishop for taking vows 
of perpetual celibacy and _ seclusion 
from the world. If it was right and 


commendable on the part of these two 


young ladies, it would be equally so on 
the part of the one hundred and thirty 
others: and so also on the part of all 
other young ladies. If your doctrine 
is good for any thing, it will bear to be 
carried out. If the vow is good, right, 
commendable, “especially pleasing unto 
God,’ why should not all young ladies, 
who desire to serve God and become 
pleasing in His sight, take the vow? 
Can Romish pastors, if faithful-in their 
duty, do otherwise than impress this 
imperative duty upon the minds of all 
the young ladies in their flocks?, And 
ought they not to desire the largest suc- 
cess? Suppose they achieve it, what 


then ?. 


Ruins of an Ancient California 
City. 


Antiquaries will feel deeply interested 
in the discovery of vast regions of an- 
cient ruins near San Diego, and within 
a day’s march of the Pacific Ocean, at 
the head of the Gulf of California, 
Portions of temples, dwellings, lofty 
stone pyramids, lates of these within 
a mile square,) and massive granite 
rings or circular walls round venerable 
trees, columns, and blocks of hierogly- 
phics, all speak of some ancient race of 
men, now for ever gone, their history 
actually unknown to any of the existing 
families of mankind. In some points, 
these ruins resemble the recently dis- 
covered cities of Palanque, &c., near the 
Atlantic or Mexican Gulf coast; in 
others, the ruins of ancient-Egypt; in 
others, again, the monuments of Phe- 
nicia, and yet in many features they dif- 
fer from all that I have referred to. I 
observe that the discoverers deem them 
to be antediluvian, while the present In- 
dians have a tradition of a great civilized 
nation, which their ferocious forefathers 
utterly destroyed. The region of the 
ruins is called by the Indians, the 
of Mystery.’’— Wilmer’s Chro- 
nicle. 


-_ 


TEACHER WANTED.—A Teacher is want. 
ed on the Ist of July next, to take charge of 
a School in a village about sixty miles from New 
York, having railroad communication within a few 
miles of the place. The friends of the School wish 
to make arrangements whereby the Principal ma 
have the assistance of a female ‘Teacher, and thangh 
a large income cannot be expected the first year, 
yet they believe that, under proper management, a 
flourishing Academy and Boarding School may soon 
be established. Besides the ordinary Classical and 
Mathematical qualifications, a preference will be 
given to one who can give instruction in Vocal Mu- 
sic. Applicants will please address C. W. A. post- 
paid, at the Office of the Presbyterian, No. 142 
Chestnut street, Philadelphia, giving references, 
enumerating the branches in which they are pre- 
pared to teach, their views respecting compensation, 
plans, discipline, &c. *) june 1—4t 


,.EW THEOLOGICAL BOOKS JUST RE. 
CEIVED.—Henderson on the Minor Pro. 
phets. Humphrey’s Commentary on the Acts of 
the Apostles, 1 vol. 8vo, Hengstenberg on the 
Psalms, 3 vols. 8vo. Olshausen on the Gospels, 3 
vols. 8vo. Hagenbach’s History of Doctrines, 2 
vols. Just received and for sale at very low prices, 
by. DANIELS & SMITH, 
Booksellers and Importers, No. 36 North Sixth 
june 1—3t street, Philadelphia. 


USIC TEACHER WANTED.—A lady who 

is well qualified to give lessons on the Piano 

Forte and Guitar, und to teach any of the branches 
of study usually taught in female academies, and 
who can produce undoubted testimonials as to 
Christian character, refinement of manners, and 


' Capacity to instruct, may procure an excellent situ- 


ation by addressing (post-paid) J. L. Campbell, 
Richmond, Kentucky. june 1—3t* 


George S. Appleton publishes this day, Nor- 
man Leslie, a Tale, by C. G. H., author of the Cur- 
ate of Linwood, and Amy Harrington. One volume, 
paper cover, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 

“ An exciting romance of the trouble and dissen- 
sions which convulsed Scotland during the minority 
of Mary, Queen of Scots. Norman Leslie was one 
of the most prominent leaders in opposing the ty- 
ranny of the Papist yoke, and in maintaining the 
independent spirit of the early Reformation, which 
finally resulted in its triumphant establishment. 
John Knox, Cardinal Beatrice, and other master 
spirits of the times, furm the leading characters of 
the tale.” 

George S. Appleton has also just published, The 
Village Notary, a romance of Hungarian Life; 8vo, 
paper cover, 25 cents. : 

Nearty Reapy.—Helois, or the Unrevealed Se- 
cret, by Talvi, ] vol. 12mo. The Ear]’s Daughter, 
by the author of Amy Herbert, &c. The Vule of 
the Cedars, by the author of Woman’s Friendship. 

G. S. Appleton has just received a fresh supply of 
Andrew Jackson Davis’s new work, The Great 
Harmonia; price $1.25. Contents—What is man? 
What is the Philosophy of Health? What is the 
Philosophy of Disease? What is the Philosophy of 
Sleep? What is the Philosophy of Death? What 
is the Philosophy of Psychology? What is the 
Philosophy of Healing ? june 1—3t 


‘EACHER WANTED.—Wanted in a Classical 
ordinary English branches, who would be willing 


and pursue his studies the remainder of his time. 
Communications, with statement of qualifications 
&c., addressed to P. at this office. 

may 25—3t 


PROFITABLE AGENCY.—D. A. Wood- 

worth, No. 118 Nassau Street, New York, 
wishes to secure the services of some twenty or thir- 
ty active and efficient gentlemen, of good address 
and unexceptionable character, to travel in different 
sections of the Union, and to obtain subscribers for 
the following well known and universally popolar 
publications :—1. Woodworth’s Youth’s Cabinet, an 
elegantly illustrated magazine for the Young. 2. The 
Mother’s Magazine and Family Journal. 3. The 
National Preacher, now in the twenty-fourth year 
of its publication. Each of these works is published 
monthly, at $1 a year. Those who apply, with 
suitable city references, or written recommendations 
from known and reliable persons, will receive full 
particulars respecting the Agency, and will be fur- 
nished, gratis, with specimens of the works. Ad- 


dress, or apply in person to 
nee D. A. WOODWORTH, 
may 4—6t 


118 Nassau street, New York. 
EAS AND GROCERIES.—Davip Pzasz, Suc- 
cessor To Cotton & Co. South-west Corner of 
Sizthand Arch streets, Philadelphia—Has now in 


the Store formerly occupied by Colton & Co. a stock 
of Family Groceries and Teas, selected with refer- 


in the habit of using prime, fresh articles, and he 
assures them that whatever they may please to buy 
of him, will be found to be strictly prime and choice 
in every respect. All goods for the country will be 
very carefully put up and packed, so as to bear 
transportation safely, and sent to the Railroad De- 
pot or Steamboat without charge. Willthe readers 
of the Presbyterian that buy Groceries please to try 
us once? DAVID PEASE, 
South. west corner of Sixth and Arch streets, 
may 11—3m Philadelphia. 


AMES R. WEBB, GROCERY AND TEA 


nut, Philadelphia.—Has for sale very fine Green 
and Black ‘leas; Java, Maracaibo, and other fine 
Coffees ; Pickles, Sauces, Preserved Ginger, Jellies, 
and Jams; Lemon, Vanilla, Ginger, and Cayenne, 
Syrups; Alexandria Pure Water Crackers, Boston 
Biscuit, Farina, Fine and Coarse Hominey, Spanish 
Olives by the quart. The best brands of Rochester 
Flour always on hand. Sap Sago, Dutch, and Imi- 
tation English Cheese, with a general assortment of 
good Groceries for Family use. Goods packed and 
delivered to any part of the city, steamboat, or rail- 
road depots. july 28—tf 


OW READY, PROFESSOR ALEXAN. 
DER’S WORK ON THE PSALMS.— 
Baker & Scrisner, No. 36 Park Place, New York, 
have just published the first Yolume of The Psalms 
Translated and Explained, by J. Addison Alexan- 
der, Professor in the ‘Theological Seminary, Prince- 
ton, New Jersey. Price $1.25. This is an ezpla- 
natory work, designed to assist students, ministers, 


of the inspired text, with a view to personal and 
public instruction, by means of translation, para- 
phrase, and comment, with as little waste of words 
as possible, without any minute history of the inter- 
pretation or array of different opinions, and without 
attempting to forestall the doctrinal and practical 
uses to be made of the book by that class of readers 
for whom it is especially intended. 
BAKER & SCRIBNER, 
36 Park Row and 145 Nassau street, New York. 
may 18--3t 


AMILY FLOUR.—Extra Premiam Rochester 
Flour of the choicest brands for family. use, 
put up in whole and half barrels and bags, quality 
warranted. For sale by 
JAMES R. WEBB, 
Grocer and Tea Dealer, 91 South Eighth street, be- 
mar 2—tf low Walnut, Philadelphia. 


ABBATH SCHOOL S. 
Martien, Bookseller, No. 142 Chestnut street, 
Philadelphia, has constantly on hand a large and 
fresh assortment of the Books published by the Mas. 
sachusetts Sabbath School Society, which will be 
furnished to Sabbath Schools and gthers at the Bos- 
ton prices. 
The Catalogue (which may be obtained gratis) 


Question Books, Catechisms, Hymns, and Music, 
Cards with the Lord’s Prayer and Ten Command 
ments, Sabbath School Requisites, &c. i 
Four selected Libraries have been put up as fol- 
lows, viz: 
The Infant’s Library, 40 vols. 96-192 pages, 
32mo. Price of the set, with 25 Catalogues, $5.50. 
The Children’s Library, 100 vols. 72—216 pages, 
18mo. Price of the set, with 50 Catalogues, $20. 
The Youth’s Library, 170 vols. 72-324 pages, 
Price of the set, with 100 Catalogues, $40. 
The Family Librasy, 25 vols. 234-252 pages, 
18mo. Price of the set, with 25 Catalogues, $12. 
Also for sale as above, ste 
The Sabbath School Library of the Presbyterian 
of Publication, containing 73 
alf sheep or half roan bindinz, together w! 
large assortment of other Juvenile Publications, 


suitable for Sabbath Schools, 
may 4—3t | 


VERY Low for cash 
sheep binding; 
32mo, tucks, giltedge; do. 18mo, large type, fur the 
use of aged ster i various styles of binding. ~ 


the best terms. 


EW -STORY OF GREAT INTEREST.—. 


School, a young man capable of teaching the | 


to devote two or three hours per day to teaching, | 


ence to the wants of those families that have been. 


_lie in wait to deceive—the wise and the good, 


— 


ENRY’S COMMENTARY. Vo.vomes 
ror $10.—Recommended by the Clergy 


all Protestant Denominations.— Baanincton 
have just published a new edition of Henry's Ex 
sition of the Old and New Testaments, with a Ne. 
moir of the Author, and a Preface, by the Rev. A.d 
Alexander, D.D. 
corrected, and many of the typographical errors, 
which appeared in the previous editions, will not be 
found in the one now offered to the public. 


No. 293 Market street, Philadelphia, 
The stereotype plates have been 


The following are the prices at which they can 


be had at the Principal Bookstores of the countrys 
In half muslin binding, $10; in full sheep binding, 
912.50; in half calf binding, $13.50. A liberal dis. 
count.will be made to Congregations and others, 
purchasing in quantitics. 


Barrington and Haswell publish, and will sell 
The Psalms of David, Mo, 


ngi do. 32me, muslin, gilt edge; do 


Also, the Presbyterian Confession of Faith. 
7 Sunday School Teachers will be farnished on 


may 19—tf 


URE WINE FOR SACRAMENTAL USE 

AND MEDICINAL PURPOSES meet 
the difficulty stated to exist with regard to pro- 
curing suitable Wines tor the above purposes, the 
subscriber has made arrangenients for supplying 
pure and genuine Wines in any quantity required, 
and at the lowest prices. ‘The description suited for 
the “ Communion” is Madeira or Malwscy, the latter 
is sweet, the former is not—but botlrare equally tree 
from brandy. For medicinal purposes Port, Sherry, 
Madeira, Claret, and Hock i best adapted. ‘The 
wine for Sacramental use is $2 per gallon, or 86 per 
dozen. The other wines vary in price according to 


per dozen. The smallest quantity of Wine can be 
sent with perfect safety to any part of the Union. 

‘THOMAS McMULLEN, 
pre, = of Foreign Wines, No 10 Wall street, 
ap 20—ly New York. 


MPORTANT TO SABBATH SCHOOL 
TEACHERS.—Tue Carecuism Trxstep BY 
THE Bisie; by the Rev. A. R. Baker. In four vol- 
umes. Voluines one and two constitute the series 
for children; volumes three af four, corresponding 
with the former, the series fo youth and adults. 


nal Associations, Families, and Pastors’ Catecheti- 
cal and Bible classes, develope the topics of the As- 
sembly’s Shorter Catechisin, in their relation to the 
Holy Scriptures, and are designed. to promote the 
study of the doctrines and duties of revealed religion. 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE WORK.- 

From the Rev. Dr. Archibald Alexunder, Prince- 
ton, N. J., April 8, 1850.— Dear Sir—I have exa- 
mined to my satisfaction the four small volumes, 
entitled “ The Catechism Tested by the Bible,” and 
um of opinion, that you have performed a good work 
with judgment; and that your volumes will have a 
salutary influence in promoting Christian know- 
ledge, and preserving the rising generation from 


} being led away from the truth by the various forms 


of error to which they ure exposed. Your exposi- 
tion of the true meaning of the Catechism ia, I think, 
correct; and the many pertinent texts to which you 
have referred, prove:that the doctrines of the Cate- 
chism are in accordance with the word of God. 


From the Rev. Dr. Sprague.— My dear Sir—When 
I first saw it announced that you were about to pub- 
lish a work entitled “ The Catechism ‘Tested by the 
Bible,” it struck me that it was an exceedingly 
happy thought, and that such a design, well carried 
out, could not fail to subserve very effectually the 
interests of a sound and enlightened piety. Upon 
an examination of the work, since it has been pub- 
lished, I cheerfully render my testimony to the 
fidelity and ability of its execution; and I cannot 
doubt that it is destined to perform an important 
work in reviving among the Churches a regard for ~ 
this memorable compend of Christian doctrine. 


From the Rev. Dr. Hodge, Princeton, N. J—I 
have examined your Questions on the Shorter Ca- 
techism sufficiently to be impressed with the excel- 
lence of the plan, and with the conviction that it is 
adapted to be an acceptable assistant in the study of 
the Catechism. The flattering success it has al- 


‘ready met with, is evidence that it meets a public 


want. 

From the Rev. E. Carpenter, Southbridge—“ The 
Catechism Tested by the Bible,” after careful exami- 
nation and comparison with several other valuable 
works, received our decided approbation and pre- 
ference. We are even more pleased with it than — 
we anticipated. I am not acquainted with another 
question book so well] adapted as this to give instruc- 
tion, both doctrinal and practical, in the truths of 
the Bible. 

From Rev. Wm. Barnes, Foxboro’—We have 
used in our Sabbath School “ Baker’s Catechism 
Tested by the Bible” fur the last ten months. Our 
school was never so interesting within the memory 
of the aldest inhabitants, and this interest has per- 
vaded not only the school, but the entire congrega- 
tion. We have the usual variety of theological opi- 
‘nions among us, but all like this work. 


From the church of the tate Dr. Emmons.—Our 


Rev. A. R. Baker’s Question Book, “ The Catechism 
Tested by the Bible,” with more interest and profit | 


W. T. Ricnarpson, Superintendent. 
T. D. Sournwokrrn, Pastor. 


From Rev. Dr. Jenks, author of Comprehensive. 


of sound words,” the Westminster Catechism, so 
long and so highly regarded among us, is a praise- 
worthy effort—and tv perform well a work of this 
character is a subject of gratulation, as it is a mat- 
ter of much labour and care. With pleasure, then, 
I contemplate and commend the eompendious work — 
of Rev. Mr. Baker, which, so far as I have been 
able to examine it, deserves the grateful notice and 
study of the Christian community in these points 
of light; and will, I judge, as it may be faithfully 
used, abundantly repay the attentive and prayerful 
inquirer or teacher. 
Wu. Jenxs, late pastor of Green st. ch. Boston. 

We heartily concur with Rev. Dr. Jenks, in the 
above testimonial. Rrusen Emerson, 
Pastor of the Congregational ch. South Reading. 
A. W. McC org, Pastor of the First ch. Malden. — 


M. Rogers, Pastor of Central church, Boston, 


Nenemian Apams, Pastor of Essex st. ch. Boston. 
G. W. Bracpen, Pastor of Old South ch. Boston. 


and thought of “the Catechiem Tested by the 
Bible,” of the Rev. A. R. Baker, I am prepared to 


‘express my own hearty concarrence, with the Rev. 


Drs. Jenks, Adams, Blagden, and. many others of 
learned eminence and respectability, in its favour. 
The wise and the good, who love human novelties 
Jess than divine antiquities, and who prefer a station 
on the Rock of Ages, Isaiah xxvi. 4, to the charming 
breezes at sea, by which the prince of the power of 
the air refreshes the feelings of the grown children 
of disobedience, Eph. ii. 2; iv. 14, who “ unsettle 
every thing and settle nothing,” MO in. the 
fluctuations by which they are tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men and cunning craftiness whereby they 

say, 


DEALER—91 South Eighth street, below 


and other teachers in ascertaining the precise sense | . 


embraces a large number of Books for Libraries, | 


will very extensively lend it their sanction and—their 
influence. 3 

From Rev. Jacob Abbott, New York.—I have ex- 
amined the sheets of your series for children, which 
you sent me, and I am happy to say that I think the 


sure that no one could execute it in a manner more 
skilful, or more worthy of reliance than yourself. 


From Rev. an Coleman, D. D., Princeton, 
N. J.—Rev. A. R. Baker—Dear Sir—I ‘only have 
had time to look over your book, and to notice the 
general plan and mode of execution, with which I 
am very favourably impressed. 1 am particularly 
pleased with the rapid sale of it in New England. 
It shows conclusively the return of a better spirit, 
in falling back upon the established symbols of the 
Church, instead of attempting to allure the young 
by pious fictions and light reading of questionable 
utility. 

_ Similar recommendations have been received from 


‘the following, among numerous others: 


r. Ipz, West Medway, Mass. 
H, 


From Rev. 
“« Rev. Dr. Barstow, Keene, 
“ Rev. Dr. Ponp, Bangor, Me. 
* Rev. Drs. Tuomrson, and Hoozer, . 
Windsor, Con. 
“ Rev. Dr. Dana, Newburyport, Mass. 
“ Rev. Messrs. Boucuton, and Noyes, Concord, 
“ Rev. Dr. Burcess, Dedham, Mass. 
“ Rev. Dr. Dimmicg, Newburyport. 
. Dr. Carrutners, Portland, Me. 
Dr. Watersory, Boston. 
. Dr. Worcester, Salem. 
. A..C, THompson, Roxbury. 
Rev. J. W. Cuickerine, Portland. 
Rev. Jacos Assott, New York. 
Rev. Joun Woop, New York. 
Rev. Dr. Dwienrt, Por'land. 


The above valuable work is published 
JOHN P. JEWETT & Co,, 


by 
Boston. 


uiam S. Martien, No. 142 Chesnut street, General _ 
Agent for the Publishers. ap 20—2m 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 
Ne. treet, Benth. aide, First 
pnt Stree | 
Bookstore above Sixth, Philadelphia, and 
No. $85 Broadway, New York, ak 
BY WILLIAM 8S. MARTIEN. 


Dollars per annum, payable in 

and Fifty Cents if paid 
ral discount to agents who may 
subscription received for a less term than one 
n@ 


All who do not give express 
‘oats the contrary, will be considered as wishing to 


‘continue their subscription, and their paper will be 


sent to them accordingly. No paper discontinuen 


‘until all arrearages are paid, except at the disereticd 


of the Proprietor. 

Rates of Advertising —For 15 lines, first inser- 
tion, 75 cents; each repetition of do, 50 cents. For 
8 lines or less, first insertion, 50 centa; each repeti- 
tion of do. 38 cents.. Payments for advertisements 
to be made in advance. ; aoe 


quality and age, $2 to $6 per gallon, and $6 to 31X 


These Question Books for Sabbath Schools, Mater- | 


Sabbath School has tor some time been studying — 


than they have pursued any other course of study. © 


Cummentary.—To “test” by the Bible, that“ torm 


From the Rev. Dr. Cox.—From what I have seen | 


plan of your proposed work is excellent, and 1 am_ - 


AG 


And is for sale, at the publishers’ prices, by the fol- > 
lowing booksellers: New York, M.W. Dopp; and « 
‘Rosert Carter & Baotners. Philadelphia, Wu- 
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